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Hodowo ! AND

WHAT Do VYou
WANT,  LITTLE o,y
LR DADDY ! 1!

NoNono ! WHAT
Do You WANT®

A JoR FOR
momm y??!
N00O... WHAT
| Do You WANT
?
MRS FREE FOOD, HOUSING,
ENERGY, AND
HAPPINESS FOR
NONo! GUESS -ER-y-Bo-Dv."!!
AGAIN... &
A PUPPY -

DoG?

| DON'T KnNow...
WHAT 20 |
WANT?

WHY  You WANT SWHAT
EVERY GIRL \WANTS. A
RBioNIC LA'W® REAUTY
PARLOR AND CHILDHOOD
INDOCTRINATION SET!

(BATTERIES NoT INcCLD!”

S 8 F I

| Don'T
WANT THAT!
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Anyone can be a member of the POST
staff except maybe Sheriff King All

you have to do is come to the meetings
and do one of the many different and
exciting tasks necessary for the emooth
operation of a paper like this. You start
work at nothing per hour, and stay there.
Everyone else gets paid the same. Ego
gratification and good karma are the
fringe benefits.

Decisions are made collectively by staff
members at one of our regular meetings.
All workers have an efual voice. The
Post~Amerikan has no editor or hierarch-
{cal structure, so quit calling up here and
asking who's In charge.

Anybody who reads this paper can tell the

- type of stuff we print. All worthwhile ma~
- terial is' welcome. We try to choose art-

Podt Lollo

BLOOMINGTON

Book Hive, 103 W. Front
Cake Box, 511 5. Denver

The Joint, 415 N. Main -

- Medusa's Bookstore, 109 W, Front

News Nook, 402 1/2 N, Main

The Book Worm, 310 1/2 N. Main

Gaston's Barber Shop, 202 1/2 N, Center
Downtown Postal Substation, Center & Monroe
Bl. Post Office, Empire & Fairway (at exit)

DeVary's Market, 1402 W. Market
Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington
Biagi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main .
Discount Den, 207 N. Main

U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market

U-I Grocery, 608 S. Lee
Kroger's, 1110 E, Oakland Ave.
Bus Depot, 523 N. East

Park Store, 9098 5. Allin

Pantapraph Building, in front of it
Eddy's Market, Washington & Allin
Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust

Mandingo's, 312 8. Lee -

K-Mart, at parking lot exit

The Blue Room, 803 Morrissey Drive
Dairy Queen, Main & Miller Sta.

Econ~-0-Wash, 708 W. Market
Washhouse, 609 N, Clinton
Apache Junction, 204 8. MeClun

QUTTA TOWN

‘Galesburg: Under the Sun, 188 W. Main
Peoria: That Other Place, 901 NE Adams

Springfield: Spoon River Book Co-op, 407 E. Adams

Pontiac: Semmens Drug Store, 123 Madison St.
Fairbury: The Grey Goose (Newstand)

NORMAL

Tniversity Liguors, 706 W. Beaufort
Welcome Inn {in fiont)

Redbird IGA

Divinyl Madness Records, 115 North St.
Mother Murphy's, 111 1/2 North St.
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall

Al's Pipe Shop, 101 Broadway Mall
Hendren's Grocery Store, 301 W. Willow
Co-op Bookstore {in front)

The Galery {in front}

SW corner, University and College
Radio Shack, Raab Rd. (in front)

New Age Bockstore, 101 Broadway Mall
Co-op Tapes and Recerds, 311 8. Main

Bowling and Billiards Center, 15U Student Union

Cage, 1SU Student Union
Midstate Truck Plaza, Rt. 51 Norih

- | AW ONLY

'™
@ FOLLOWING ORDERS

MEETINGS

Friday, Dec. 3.......6:30
Friday, Deec. 10...... 6:30
Friday, Deec. 17...... 6:30
Friday, Dec. 3l......6:30

————d

icles thar are timely, relevant, informa- Deadline--
tive, and not available in other local media. Wed., Jan. 5...... 6:30
We will not print anything racist, sexist, Layout begins—-

or ageist, SBat., Jan. B,
Layout continnes—-

Sunday, Jan. 9.

Mogt of our material or inspiration for ma-
terial comes from the community. We en-
courage you, the reader, to become more
than a reader. We welcome all stories or
tips for stories. Bring stuff to a meeting
{the schedule is printed below) or mail it

to our office.

These meetings are held at the Post-Amerikan
office, and if you'd like to come, call us. The
number is 828-7232. You can also reach folks
at 82B-5885,

You can make bread hawking the Post--15¢
a copy, except for the first 50 copies on which
you make only 10¢ a copy. Call B25-7232.

Mail, which we more than welcome,
should be mailed to: The Post-Amerikan,
P.0Q, Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701.

I

*BELTS & BUCKLES
*COLUMBIAN PURSES
*MOROCCAN BOXES
*BASKETS (AFRICAN)
*IMPORTED JEWELRY
*MEXICAN SWEATER COATS
*BOLIVIAN HOODED
_ SWEATERS
*PERUVIAN RUGS
*NAVAJO & ZUNI
TURQUOISE
*ECUADORIAN X-MAS
ORNAMENTS
*COMPLETE MACRAME
SUPPLIES
*THOUSANDS OF BEADS

RAM HAS IT ALL....

at 10% off everything
in stock for ISU and
Wesleyan students!
It’s our way of saying

“MERRY
‘ CHRISTMAS”

' RAM

101 Broadway Mall
Downtown Normal

N v i
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POWER TO THE PEOPLE

ANTI-RATE HIKERS

The McLean County Citizens Against
the Rate Hike held an organizing
meeting at Wood Hill Towers November
18, 1976. :

The group issued a summons for grass- :
root organizing to-oppese the proposed - . _
157, rate hike by the Illinois Power - :

Company.

The McLean County Citizens Against the
Rate Hike is a local off-shoot of the
Illinois Power Project, Urbana-based
citizens who research utility issues
and organize public action.

3) . That due consideration be gilven to
the question of rate restrueturing with
regard to present undue discriminations
in rates to various classes of users.
_ %t thehpresentltime, places like State
rate hike to the Illinois Commerce o . arm that are lit-up econtinually like
Commission at a heariﬂg to be held ENERGY? U = ggltf:stf:%l:s?gzzﬁsthgietgaying a IOKer
during mid-January; the date is un- \TLA ' ; i € average house-
detenrl%lined e th:LZ time. Wise M?nagement = - hold., And they call that promoting
mtodays A - conservation! At the present time,
The four points, presented by the best answer. SE® = your rates are twice as high as com-

Mclean County group, are: ' Toduy Amarica it searching for nevw mercial or industrial rates.
sourees of eoargy. At [llinmds Power, wa'm
very much invwadved in our country’s

The McLean County group will present
a four-point argument against the

1) Company expenditures for "con- oo i saach fo nw smergy e 4) That Illinois Power Company de-
struction work in progress" should bt nchnclony avalabe today t craie velop adzquatedconServztlon p;og;ams
1 ase. In oAy aecded encouraging a decreased use of elec-
gggegewggggfegelgozvi ézgﬁ Eosgay . piﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ? trical power.
for the power company's expansion, i managemed of DI cocrgF wUrces.
M il all of us can .

particularly construction of nuclear . 3““23;&ﬁ:£%ﬁﬂﬁ£; Besides the rate hike affecting the
power plants, by an increase in our the ressmrees wa sow have, areas mentioned above, if you're an
Pover Fates e tradicion meiios  EEEERaes srerage regldenciel wier, oy iy
of financing construction is by bond- - Eustamers’ bomes. . . on the famm. . e c _ han 0
ing & o g TaTES T of per year. And that ain't much fun!

. ﬂhWitIn wine mnnlm'-ment. all of usean

sosrgy gu m way.

So you have two choilces: 1) move to
a different section of the state,
because two-thirds of the people in

2) Company expenditures for adver-

'tising, propaganda, lobbying, and ' . _

CERer LRI TS o . OB i pach Hilnete o poy Less for-cheit 1o
This point is aimed at stopping the , tzictzg EhazséPghgogzggeﬁikdoﬁ 2)tfr

usesof ilc.lvert:&slzzgl;:g E:or:gtzeﬁ?ergy In this ad, IPC clalms that "wlse management 3I;ending tgz anti-rate hike I?leezi:g in
ﬁgﬂwﬂmgolgﬂj mid-January. We shall have the date

and time in the next issue, It's

up to you to stop this rate hike.

is the answer to "ever-rising demand” for

energy. Illinois Power Project statistics show
that peak demand last year only used 63% of

IPC's exlsting capacity., Also, IPG's support of
ehergy management wasn't evident when the com-
pany leafletted elderly Woodhil]l Towers residents,
trying to convince them they all needed tc buy and
use night lights. By the way, your electric bill
payments pald for this ad, So who's the wlse guy?

lllinois Power
will be glad to
providea
speaker or film §
for your club
or school...

--5.L.

Note: Marilyn Sutherland is the
chairperson of the local anti-rate
hike group. If you'd like to par-
ticipate, call her at 452-4831.

I you belong to a ¢lub, you knaw its aften
difficult to provide an imbwesting pregram. Parhaps
ik Power Company can heip, We offer
speekers and films for club memtings and
seheal programe.
Wa heve speakars who can talk ebout 8 variety
of subjecty sich & wine uga of anatgy in tha
horre . . . how utity bills sra computad . . . safety
in the heme . . . dvaillabiity of fuals for the futume
-. . mnd bow & power plant is built
illnels Power aizo has a sy of nearly 100
fems on subjects guch 1s enegy and the

i conking, the Amer i
cystam, basebali, safety, the American presidancy
BN careea in bsiness.
Thess sarvice are avatahk
without charge. If you nesd a progrem far your
club or acheol, calt your naerest Iinck Power
Cormnpany business office. Let us help you.

P 11iina18 POWER

This ad offers you a free speaker from IPC for your group
or club, You can bet that speaker isn't golng’ to tell you
how business and industry electric rates are half as high as . Bob Hathaway leads organizing meeting at
yours, or about the dangers of nuclear power plants, or Wood Hill Towers

how you're paying for propaganda ads 1like this one when you

write cut your check to IPC. ' :

PUBLIC PRESSURE FORCES OPEN
ICC MEETINGS

As a result of constant pressure from from all deliberations, In launching able to observe such deliberations,
the Tlineis Public Action Council the Public Action campaign to open

and other ciltizen groupsythe I11- up the meetings of the commlsslon on The other priority voted by Public
inois Commerce Commission announced August 9, 1975, Friedman said, "There Action's Utility Campaign is to res-

on November 10th that 1t would open 1ts can be no progress without account- tructure utility rates in Illinois.
commission meetings to the public, ability, and no accountabllity with- Public Action groups are in the
out open meetings,” process of drafting "Lifeline" legis-

"For the first time, we who pay the lation. Twenty-tWo groups from through-
bills will be able to witness the In issulng the results of the vote by : out the state are participating in
decision~making proceedings," said the ICC Commlissloners, Marwin Lieber- Publlic Action's Utility Campaign.
Warren Friedmen, Co-chalrperson of . man, Chairperson of the ICC, said, One of these twenty-two groups is a
Public Action's Utility Campaign. "It is in the public interest to local group, Qltizens Against the Rate

. : - ) change the procedurez of the I11- Hike, featured in the ad jeining article.
ICC is one of only five commlssions 1n the Incis Commerce Commission, It will For information, contact Marilyn Sutherland
the country that exclude the public : be enlightening to the public to be at 452-4831,




Y HOW THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON SOLD ITS

In May of 1923, Val Simshauser, socialiat
and trade unionist, was first elected to the
Bloomington city council. A native American
born in Indiana, he admired progressive
Robert LaFollet, read Carl S8andburg's "The
Prairie Years! and "The War Years," studied
Karl Marx, and voted for Debs for president.
_As a machinist and foreman at the Chicago
and Alton railroad shops, he went on strike
with his men, a.lthough he did not have to.

After the strike he left the shops and started .
his own business, a garage and gas station.

He used his buainess to lobby with his customers

and the public for a goal he had. Mr. Sim-
shauser wanted Bloomirgton to-have its own
source of electrical power, a inunieipally~
owned generating plant. Another project he -
had was a cooperative that would expand in
pize until it included both groceries and

clothing.

He knew that to be elected alderman in
Bloomington, he would have to run on the
Republican ticket, so he did and was elected
five times. Other council membera respected
glderman Simshauger, and often consulted him
for advice. It was not difficult for alderman
Slmshauser to run as a Republican, singe he
agreed with Senator Morris of Nebraska who
wanted to break up the power trusts.

Val Simghauser was the beglnner and lobbyist
for & municipal power plant; James G. Gray
wag the.organizer. Mr. Grey has been- cal-"
lod both & matrtyr and an aréh traitor. . An
electrical contractor and applisnce dealer, he
belonged to .21l the correct Grganizations.. - Mr.

o

UNISEX STUDIO
WE HAYE A UNISEX STUDIO

AT
420 N. MADISON

BLOOMINGTON
829-1529

Shampoo, Cut & BlowDry

Mon, & Sat 9-6
Wed-Fri. till 9pm

-j P.S. 13 off

Gray was president of the Association of
Commerce for eighteen years. He helonged
to the Bloomington Club ( a private club for
businessmen), Young Men's Club Kiwanis,
and the Masons.

Why did a man who belonged to so many
organizations that support private enterprise
become such a strong supporter of the city- -
owned power plant, and a dedicated opponent
of the privately-owned power plant? Perhaps
it was partly because the Miinois Power and
Light Company competed with him in the sale
of electrical appliances. But Mr. Gray also

_had a high sense of civic responsibility, and

was very knowledgeable on the sublect of
government. So he joined the organization
advocating a city-owned power plant, the
Citizens Light and Power League, a.nd became
its president.

He is given credit for the huge success of

the first referendum when the people voted
to keep their power plant. Mr. Gray ac-
cused the power trusts of helping to destroy
our political institutions, and of breeding
soclalism and paternalism in their "hogism. "
He stated there is no difference between

municipal ownership of electricity and own- - - -~
ership of streets, libraries, schools, parks,

and water works

These two men, with thdr different back-
grounds, were the driving force behind others
who made it-possible for Bloomington to have
its own electri.cal generatlng plant for thirty
years, at far lower rates than thoae cha.‘rged
by the pri\rately-owned oomptmy

PR R

COFi tr amee

STEP uP TO

POWER PLANT TO ILLINOIS

BETRA

CHEAP

Post Amerikan/cpf

— e A——__ ettt
GENERATING PLANT

The. electricity generating plant on the northe
west side of Bloomington grew. In April 1831
it was providing electricity to 485 customers.
A year “later, 1,000 people were using its
power in their homes. Remember that
Bloomington was much smaller forty years
ago. In 1834, sixty business and professional
men petitioned the city council to extend the
cperation of the power plant to serve the
east side of the business distriet. They
offered to advance the money to pay for the
oonstruction of the extension.

S With 1200 using the city plant that year, the

Mayor suggested extending ita use to 1,000
additional customers. After tripling its '
original size to 1500 customers, the city in
1938 seriously consldered buying the privately=
owned Illinois-Jowa power plant with govern-
ment loans to provide current for the entire .
city, but the government stopped makmg loans
before this could be dnne 4

fox & hounds

THE SCIENTIFIC HAIRR STUDIO
FREE CONSULTATION AND HAIR TEST

Call for an appointment and spend

45 minutes with one of our directors.

MEN’S STUDIO

Tues., Frl. & Sat. 9:00 am-6:00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 7:30 am-9:00pm

Shampoo, Cut & BlowDry $12.00

2503 E. JACKSON
FOUR SEASONS SQUARE '
bb3-5514

Zouthwestern Retail on aii

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE OUR
MEN’S STUDIO WILL BE OPEN

indian Jewelry




POWER COMPANY AFTER ENJOYING THIRTY—-FOUR YEARS OF

ELECTRICITY. . . .

REFERENDUMS
All this success atiracted the sdttention of the
illinois Power Company, and it made its first
move to put the people's power plant out of
busingss. In the beginning of a 30-year
struggle, the city council was persuaded to
have an advisory referendum on the efty-owned
power plant, There were two questions on
the referendum, neither clearly stating that
the Illinois Power Company wanted to purchaae
the power plant.

The first question on the referendum asked
"Shall the City of Bloomington continue to
generate electric current to light its strests,
etc., and pump Its water?” The second
question asked "Shall the City of Bloomington
gell to its ¢itizens for heat, light, and power
the excess current generated by its electrical
plant ?*

would pay $3,025,000. for the power plant}
This would include $525, 000 the city owed In
revenue bonds on the power plant.

On August 13, 1962,with only one dissenting
vote, the council accepted the offer. The
dissenting vote was cast by councilman Walter
Bitther, now mayor of Bloomingion. Mr.
Wetzel, then manager of the local L P.C.
office, szid at the councll meeting after the
vote approving the sale, "This may not be
the way democracy works, but these things
happen. "

Mr. Wetzel had been one of the strongest
advocates of the purchase of the plant by the
LP.C. Later it was revealed that debts owed

by the city were owed to the L, P, C., 8o the

L. P.C. would not have to pay dents to another
company, but only cancel its own, and zequire
the plant.

On April 1, 1930,the people voted 4 o 1 to

. oontinue the operation of their plant.

rtwastﬁ.bethesamemthreemo‘i-ereferan—

-dums ooutinnlnsthrwghtheyearstolm

RIRE= S 2 .-.‘{llmﬂ_.

R T S F RS ¥ I .-:.‘__-., AT ERG L

InnreterendumonNov. 5, ls-to.theyvnted
again to keep the plint In operation.

On April 5, 1949, the vote waz 6 to 1 to

" continue the generating plaut.

Floally on Nov. 8, 19668, the question was
put more clearly to the people. The need
for new sireet lights forced the issue. City
engineers, in planning the new lights, had to
know where the power would come from. The
question on the final referendum was "Shall
the City of Bloomington, Illincis, sell its
municipal electric plant exclusive of the real
estate upon which it Is eituated to the Illinois
Power Company for the sum of $1, 053, 800, ?*
Inflation had not hit America too hard yet,
and that was a lot of money In 1956.

The sale was rejected by a vote of 2 to 1 in
what was to be the last chance for the people
to speak directly to city hall. The vote was
smaller now in favor of the plant. The city
had grown to the cast, and there were faT
more people not using the city-owned power
plant.

PEOPLE BETRAYED

Seldom have the wishes of the people been so
clearly expressed as they were in those ref-

erendums over nearly three decades. The
betrayal that happened next may best be
understood in the context of the times, . The

Korean war had diverted the people's attention
from domestic issues. ‘The war had caused
shortages -and priorities that made expansion
of the plant in the 1350°s difficult. The hys-
teria of MceCarthyism in the 1950's made
peonis afraid te support projects that ‘couid
: vk sueislistic: The Broyles bill was
demanding loyaity oaths and
ning criticisre of public officials and
The aldermanic form of govem-
4 endwd in Bloomington, apd with the
¢r svaiem, the peopie harl
resentatives in eify hall.

ngisz,

wie Fowel Company made a startling
eity cowril.  If the council would
Canid anciber referendum, the L P.C.

oo wec, BNEPTINGD, the L'r%ec. and oity oﬂlcms

RESISTANCE

Thusbesanaleplbanletbntwouldlut
another three years to 1965, a battle that

people turned to the courts. A ad hoc com
mittee sprang up that grew in strength ustil
it was strong enough.to challenge the I.P.C.
Three people met to plan opposition to the
sale, and thme the Light League was boru.
This is dot the same Cltizens Light and .
Pmrl,eagmthatheldpubhcmeeﬂnzsand
,\hanquets ‘supporting the city power plant

H\*s P

throughout the years of referendums. This
new Light League was geared to legal action.
Lots of money would be needed, and at first
its only asset was determination.

The membership and treasury were small at
the beginning. Twelve members met nights
in a barbershep to plan court action. Some
of them knew the umion members in the plant,
and so the manufacturer of turbines for the
power plant was contacted. The manufacturer
promised financial assistance.

To avold a conflict of interest between local
attorneys and the city, the Light League pre-
ferred to hire an out-of-town lawyer. Attorney
Foreman of Jacksonville, who specializes in
utility cases, was hired. A Bloomington law
firm, Yoder and Yoder, did the necessary
local work. Eventually $25,000 was spent to
fight the I.P,C, and the City of Bloomington
through three Ilinols Courts.

The Iilinofs Power Company won the first
court hearing in Bloomington, but the Light
League appealed through its attorney, and
won the second court trial. The LP.C.
appealed to the Supreme Court in Springfield,
and when that cowrt decided in favor of the
LP.C., Attorney Foreman sald he would
not appeal to the U.S, Suprems Court, as he
believed it was a matter only for the state
of Hlinois.

‘THE FUTURE

Not content with its monopoly, the Illinois
Power Company is now asking the Ilinois
Commerce Commission for a new rate struc-
ture, a way of raising rates for residential
consumerse. A new opposition group, McLean
County. Citizens Against the Rate Hike, is
organizing with other groups to prepare for
a hearing in Bloomington. RO
Critlclamisgmlnza@imtthepowertﬁats.
A foderal law may be passed forbidding em-
.-Ployees of companies from serying for a mum-
ber of years on government agencies that
regulate the companies. If rates continme to

" rise, it Toay not be too much to expect the

city to consider again, as it did in 1938, to
buy the Mlinols Power:Company with a govern-
ment lcan and serve the emtire oty with
lower rates.

—-IndependentNewsSecrvloe

JOINT
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CENSORS ANOTHER LETTER

Pantagrap

Cn Cctober 20, Jack Davls notlced the pictured Breaker-One-Nine
advertisement in the Dally Pantagraph. Finding 1t even more
offensive than the usual Pantagraph slop, Davis lmmedliately wrote
the followlng letter to the edlior of the Pantagraphi

num,engmgh
for XTAL?”?

XTAL CAR s‘mmos ARE X-BATED.
The only thing modest about our units is their
mpﬂu. e"ve got superior engingering. Superior |

Editor:

The Pantagraph has reached a new low. It appears that it
doesn't make any difference what your a.dvert.isement.s say as
long as the advertisers pay for them.

MODELXA-92 Mes-49.93 -
Cassette Stereo Tape Player, Side

%M%29m01»|' 

I am referring to the ad that appeared in the Wednesday Oect.
20 Pantagraprh on page 4-12. It seems that this radio place
thinks that the only people who are going to buy their pro-
ducts are men who still believe that macho baloney. I guess
+the management of the store is still holding on to the idea
that if they show a scantily clad woman saylng somethlng sug-
gestlve In the ad, men are golng te break down their door
trying to find out if that woman works there or 1f they can
buy her along with a radic. That is cut and cut objectlifica-
tion of women.

This place must think that women don't buy radios, since the

'MODEL XA-86 ad is directed toward macho heterosexual men,
Dehxe 8-track CarStereo. 4 .
channel matrix, repeat, fast forward, The Pantagraph needs to clean up its act when 1t comes to

londfness controls, map light and

°"'vs 4 4oo

using women in a.dvertising and stop expecting men to be so
stupld as to think this ls a good place to patronize because
they use sexy women in their a'ds'--Ja.ck avis

Jack alsc sent this letter itc Breaker-One-KNines

Peoples

Your ad in Wednesday*s Pantagraph was gross, You certainly
don't expect men to fall for that sexlst crap any mecre do you?
I doubt that you are geoing to sell any more radios uslng a

sexy woman as balt, Besldes, don't you ever sell radios to
women?

Reg. 39.95
- MODEL XA-18

Discreet Quad- 8-track Car Steree
Joy Stick balance control

I demand that you print an apology in the Pantagraph to women
for objectifying them in the ad and an apology to men for ex-
pecting them to be stupid enough to think yours 1s a good

ABOVE: Here's a reproduction of part of the car stereo : " place to buy radios Jjust because you used a scantily clad
ad which prompted Jack's letter. Breaker One-Nine _ woman in your ad.._jgaek Davis
6 placed the ad in the Dally Pa ntagraph. ' '

iD.

HIEH QUALITY.
ENLICHTENING.
HOMEF=CEROWN.
COUNTER

CULTURAL.,

FUN TO PASS AROUND.
CONSCIOUSNESS=RAISING.
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To: Post-Amerikan, Box 3452, Bloomington,
Illincis, 61701
Dear Post,

I'm sending $2.50 for a gift subscription for my
friend, {friend's name) s
who lives at (street address)

in (city, state, zip}
. Please send my friend a card
telling him/her that the gift is from

AND LEGAL. TOOD!

Send a friend 12 monthly issues of the Post-Amerikan for only $2. 50.

Just fill out the coupon and send it to PO Box 3452, Bloomington, Il'linois,.
61701. We'll send your friend a card announcing that you've given him/
her a gift subscription.

If you don™ have any friends, buy a subscription for yourself. Maybe
it'll improve your personality.

PSR EE RS
NENNN RN
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says ‘Get back, Jack’

Jack wondered what had happened to his letter to the edltor when
the Pantagraph didn't include it on the 21st, 22nd, or 23rd. He
thought it was important for hls criticlsms to appear as scon after
the ad appesared as possible, so readers could remember exdctly what
ad he referred %o,

On October 24, Jack recelved this letter from the Fantagraphi

Dear Letter Wrlter;
We £ind no 306 W, M1l 1is‘l'.er1 in our directories, If this

letter reaches_ you, can you inform us? _ ... o

The letter was dated October Z1.

Angry at the délay and the confusion that the delay might cause
for readers interpreting his letter, Jack replled thls way:

The letter did indeed reach me; I do Indeed live at this
address, In the future, may I sugzest that you call
Directory Asslstance to conflrm an address? I know that
at times the operators wlll not glve out addresses with
the telephone numbers; however, 1f after asking for the
number you ask them to conflrm an address, they will.

I suggest that in the future you use this method also,
when researching letters that you sincerely wlsh to
respond to. I wrote the letter; I llve at this address,
I demand a reply. —-Jack Davis

Pinally, on the first of November (ten days after the offensive
ad), Jack’s letter ran on page four,

-The Pantagraph, however, evidently didn't conslder a time lag
enough to lessen the impact of Jack's letter. The newspaper
censored the letter, too. The sentence, "This place must think
that women don't buy radios, since the ad is directed toward
pacho heterosexuwml men," did not appear 1n the Pantagraph.

Why did the Pantagraph people find this partlcular sentence so
bad that they protected MclLean County readers from exposure to 1t?
Notice that the llne dcoesn't have any obscenity in it, The mean-
ing of the sentence is alsc perfectly clear--and its obvious to
any Pantagraph reader that Pantagraph editors don't take anything
out just because it's unclear, ¥. (If they did, we'd be
spared & whole lot of editorlals,

‘By Now for
Christmas

10% off with this ad
{until 12/31/76)

“pool tables

foosball &
pinball machlnes_

“mMotorized
skoreboards

gameroom open

1203 S. MAIN NonMAL
PHONE: 4541211

{underlining mine)

The sentence ls not either obscene or incomprehensible. But there
muist be something horribly wrong with it, in the Pantagrath's
opinion, - At the same time as they were fritzing arcund with Jack's
letter, the Pantagraph ran an edltorial coming dewn on Rep. Gil
Deavers for calling and threatening & wrlter of a pro-Reltan
letter-to-the-edltor. The Oct. 29 edltorial said, "The call to

the letter wrlter was a serious abuse of officlal power by

Deavers. - Additionally, we belleve 1t was & serlous assault on
free expression, partlcularly the extenslon of the free press right
which we offer to our rea.ders via the Letters to the Editor eolumn,™

We must consider ourselves
~warriors in a battle waged
against those who have
~sought to control that
which belongs to us all --.
Infogﬁgtion.

.¥hlle these sentences were belng written, ancther sentence was be-
ing eresed. Jack's laundered letter appeared just two daars after
thls noble editorial.

According to Jack, the purged sentence brings up two important
polnts about male and female roles. Flrst, it polnts out how the
advertisement encourages stereotyped 1dess of what men do and buy
compared to what women do and buy, The ad implies that only men
are lnterested in car stereos and radlos, Jack speculates that
the reason for this ls that cars are traditlopmally presented as
symbols of maseullnity, and therefore other ltems assoclated
¥with cars are presented ihils way 1:.00.

The second important po:l.n't. in the se.ntmce 1s that the ad's appeal
is even narrower: it's directed at not 21l men, but those men whe
are macho heterosexuals, Jack explains that there are manhy non-
macho heterosexunl men who are disgusted, not attracted, by the
use of women as sex objects in advertising. And of course, many
men are homosexual and not attracted to women.

Here we come to & point where we must wonder about the level of
gelf-deception that went on when the Pantagraph censpred Jack's
letter. The advertlser, probably, was just mindless, and
assumed that a half-naked lady was & good sales gimmick, never
pondering the ethics or philosophy behind the gimmick.

But the Pantagraph censor was not just ignorant; Jack's sentence
forced the ldea that not all men are heterosexual into the censor's
mind, '

1
I think that this is really why the sentence got cut--maybe the
censor worried about offending a Pantagraph advertiser by print-
1ng the letter, but I don't think those warries would make the
edltor cut just ome sentence.

No, I think that openly acknowledglng that not all men are
heterosexual was just too threatenlng to the editor, who then cut
the sentence so that Pantagraph readers would not be threatened

and disturbed by such an idea. I realize that my theory contrasts
wlth the Pantagraph's claims of "extension of the free press right*
to letter writers. - 8o-does the general Fantagraph pattern of cen-

. "-Eorship a.nd oﬁiasion. (See Oct- a.nd Now 19?6 Post-ﬂmer:lka.ns )

I you're a rea.der of the Pan-ba.graph. you should keep in mind that

.+ the editor takes cut ideas that he thinks might disturb you. Soms. .

people think that when there's just one large-circulation dailly in
a community, that newspaper should be more responsible to the
community. The Pantagraph has the power to manipulate public
consciousness as the edltors would like i1t to be, but perhaps using
this power makes the newspaper not so much & community information
resource &s an instrument of mind control, accountable to the
povers~that-be instead of the people who read 1t., Having the
power is not necessarily having the right. (Warning: This idea
may distur® or threaten Pantagrarh editors.)

-~Phoebe Caulfield



READER LIKES POST

Fellow Amerikans of Post Amerikan:

LIKES POST TOO

Dear Post,

I am with you 100% on all the material and
stories you cover and write about.

Just keep up the Good Work!

Am enclesing a donation that will help
¥ou carry on,

Thank you,
Kenneth Luster

You are Great 1111l ‘I am from Springfield
and just picked up your paper and found it
quite moving. TI've been walting for some
info like thim for msome time, Thanks for
the Enlightenment.

Keep on .Keeping On.

ALSO LIKES POST

Dear Post Amerikan:

I have been a subscriber to the Post for a

year and a half now, and I think it's about

time that I commend you on the outstanding /
job that you do.

This & response to last month's
"Confessions of a Tomato Addict."

It seems to be very “"pschuti” within

certaln circles nowadays to partake of the
dubious pleasures of the deadly nightshade.
The "tomato™i the very word sends cold shud-
ders of horror coursing up my spine. And
yet some people talk of actually ingesting
thls sangnlneous saucel

Ch yes, "the Italians have been doing it for
¥Years," you'll hear them brag. "Boethius
ate,"” they'll say; "Garlbaldi ate! Caruso =
ate!" But may I politely retort that at
least they knew the risks!

What was the flrst thing the nasty Bolsheviks

The Post is a refreshing allernative to the
newspapers (like the Pantagraph) who are

slanted toward what big business, and the

city government think is right.

So to help you out, I would like to donate
$25.00 to you just to let you know that there
are people who appreciate what you do, I
also would like to wish you good luck for the
future.

Sincerely; d1d once they had their little revelution, I
Greg Edwards ask? You knew the answer as well as I! They
Mansfield, Ill. grew tomatos! Spread around the rankest

- sludge and what will you find growing there?
4 tomate patchl And 41d you know that these
mest vulgar of vegetables oftentimes eat

Oroa//'/g

A weec ...

THAT//
OTHER PLA

90! M E. Adsms Peor/a 61603

Yllonvfactorers ¥ Distributors
¥ Wholesole ¥ fetas/

PIPES B ON

Dealer /020”'/?5

(509) 67%’535‘

PARAPHERNANIA

of #he KO serres gliss pjpes

If you feel moved to wrlte us a letter, go
right ahead, and we'll probably put it in.
If you den't want it published, please say
so in the letter.

LIKES POST, BUT HATES TOMATOES

Dear Post,

their young?

Do you realize the smorgssbord of smut that
thls culinary culprit could drag into its
train? What next, public gobbling? Bad
table manners? And how about the Twelth
Commendment; “Thou shalt not have false tas-
ty things before you"?

Thls weman is in obvlous need of psychlatric
attention, and if she herself cannet afford
some qualified help, there are state-support-
ed halfway houses. Thanks to the wonders

of modern sclence, there is now hope for the
esculentuphage, provided that the, er,

client first realizes-ACK! Whazzat? Some-
one Is giggling over my shoulder! Hey,

cut that outl! Ha?

In your heart you know I'm right.

-Ralph Kramden
386 Chauncey St.,I1,
NEXT MONTH:
The Winesap Menace: fact or Flctlon?




‘More mail:

THINKS POST TOO WISHY-WASHY

Greetlngs,

It 1s my hope that you will take this comm-
unique home and sit down quietly to read 1t
rather than go through it in your no doubt
busy fashion.

The Post 1s very effective at heightening
the pecple’s awareness of the reality of the
exlsting socio-economic arrangement and all
the subsequent atroclties which follow from
it, It 1s obvlous that you acknowledge cap-
{talism as the disease which ails this age,
tut why is it you refrain from stating plain-
1y that capltalism equals fascism? That is,
that we must eliminate the pig manufacturer
t¢ solve the pig problem. )

I was born in Bloomington and have lived
there {until this year) for these 18 years,
and what I see in your publicatlon ls enrag-
Ing, although only a repetition of what I've
always known. My family has been there since
that community was founded. There are police
acts which have taken place in that town long
ago that far surpass the illness you now ex—
perience,

Demonstratlons for reform are necessary as
far as above-ground organizing 1s concerned,
but you have been fighting fire with water
long enough. It should be apparent to anyone
that 1t is past the time to continue that.
You must fight fire wilth fire. The 1dea,

&= someone stated 1ndirectly in the last
Issue, is to pose a threat to these people's
"ability to benefli from wealth created by
labor first and yet deny those equal benefits
to those whose labor has created it."

COP THINKS HE OWNS STREET

Dear Post:
This 1s a sad sick case.

Sad because there was a death involved.
Bick because it concerns one of our Bloom-
ington detectlves and the asinine way they
can treat the general public.

This episode took place on Friday, Oect. 28th,
about 10:30 P.M. After returning from the
wake of my uncle in Pontiac who passed away
unexpectedly Thursday, I was letting my folks
and my aunt off at home. My aunt had parked
her car across the street, in front of the
home of Detective Dennis J. O'Brien.

Ag I was helping her out I noticed a note on
her windshield. Surprised, I went over and
got it. The note said: "Please! Do not
Park Directly in front of our WALK-WAY"
and was signed by Dennis J. O'Brien.

My aunt was not blocking a driveway, only
parked where the sidewalk extends fo the
curb.

—

CABLE TV

TELEPHONES

ON US 51
AIR CONDITIONED

I saw plctures in last month's Post of many
people I know, The young man totlng a flag
arcund-~why is he doing that? Why would any-
cone deslre to defend & document so clearly
raclst, and in every way dlscrimlnatory, as
the U.5. constitutlon, and then march agalnst
something which i1s no more than a result, an
offspring of that document?

The revoluticnary war (in 1776) was paid for
and organized by & handful of wealthy men,
not for the purpose of freelng the people
from British exploitation, but in order to
be in & position to themselves be the explo-
lters. Those same families later financed
the Russlan revolutlon under the gulse of
bolshevik activity, for similar reasons.

You know all these facts as well as T do,
You understand the progression and psycho-
historic formull, The formulis
(tnﬂch . (MAFI)= #lag _ Alaf 1

nich niF Iag Iaf -
applies to the interaction between those
within any state, as well as between states.

Pellce are still rcaming without fear of or-
ganlzed retallation. We are in dire need

of & people’s army, people dedlcated to
pecple, and to the destructlon of the fasce
1st terror., There are people, Many people
like myself, who sit behind these prison
walls and develop a consclousness which

Since when do we own the street in front of
our homes? Only Iif you are a police officer,
perhaps? Maybe this Is written into their
contracts and included as a fringe benefit with
their yearly salary?

Needless to say, this was very upsetting to
our family after suffering such a great loss.

Det. O'Brien already has sore feelings about
one former neighbor. She sent Bosshardt a
letter and managed to get O'Brien reprimanded
for parking on the wrong side of the atreet.
She herself had received a ticket (not from
O'Brien) for doing the same.

She said it wasn't that she thought she was
too good to pay the ticket, but O'Brien had
been doing it all the time. The time she

was ticketed, she was only gone from the

car several minutes. Her ticket was dropped,
and she received a letter from Bosshardt,
Mayor Biitner and the traffic division thanking
her for speaking out.

What's one more enemy?
d. Ridgeway

is conduclve to the removal of anything
which bears even & semblance of caplt-
alist indoctrination, and to the estab-
lishment of a more collective soclal
order.

lavonya Carter? He goes by the name of
Blue- I've known that guy “or about
three years. It was bad news to hear
that he's a narc now, He used to be

& sure enough righteous law breaker,

did time at least twice that I know

of, If he's turned plg then some-

body better hit him quick. Thats

Just my personal advice-~ he's full of
game and always armed. If he's in Bloom-
Ington he may be staying with his parents
in a bilg blue house (1t used to be blue
anyway) just off the southwest corner
of Mason and Locust.

You may as well execute pig Stephens
as get hls probation revoked. What do
you think'll happen to him in the jolnt?
He'd catch rigoer mortis in 5 minutes.

Your article on Johnny Ross is the most
worthwhile, In my opinion, you've

Printed. What do you think Johnny Ross'
solutlon to oppression is? I think you

c¢an guess. The conly support oppressed
recple need or will accept is revolut-
lonmary support. A loaded m-1% looks un-
doubtedly more promising to anyone in

his position than a thousand lawyers,
considering that he is just one of a
multltude of the most viciocusly attacked _
victims of one of capitalism's necessities,
racism. ZPG becomes very clear now, doesn't
ity

I am not viclent ky nature. I simply
cannot convince myself that there is
any other way to achieve our gosls. T
subscribe to George & Jonathon Jack-
son's ldeologles and tactics. They
both did much more than many reallze.
Thls must all be dorie in coalition
with above ground organization, and
vice-versa, Only then 1s success
ressible, Are you familiar with a
rublication called The Dragon from
EBerkeley? Probably so. How do you
compare that to the Post?

It has been said to me that you are
sensationalist. I hope that 1s not true,
for you are in a position to organize,
and further to influence the di-
rection of that organization. Do you
respect the responsibilities ace-
ompanying that role? What do you
consider your duty to your readers?

Is 1t just alternative journalism?

Well, gonna close this for now.
Please take a few minutes, sit
yourself down and respond., Good Luck.

In Solidarity, Love,
and Rage-
Mark Valentine

713 N. MAIN

NORMAL
452-1165
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'HOME CHILDBIRTH
CONFEREN

The National Organization of Women (NOW)
sponsored a presentatlon on November 22
about having children born at home. The
program featured a movlie, “Home Born Baby,"
and guest speaker Cat Farrell,

The movie was good except for some technieal
flaws and the presence of the doctor during
the actual dellvery. The couple involved,
Sally Pugh and Ralph Diamant, decided they
wanted to avold the regulatlons and alien-
ation of a2 hosplital, and instead experlence
home blrth. The film had pretty much &
woman-oriented focus, except for occasional

egolzing on the part of the baby's father
and of course, the ever-impatient doctor.
It was obviously Pugh's first child, She
oxperienced hard labor for a good part of

-the movie before the actual delivery, and

1t seemed that she and Dlamant had prac-
ticed the Hreathing/coaching pretty exten-
slvely. The film did a2 lot to Justify the
exlstence of the LaMaze method of prophy-
laxls, or prevention of difficulty and pain
in echildblrth. .

" Treat yourself to

Apache

), Funclion

THIS
CHRISTMAS

Shop end choose from
the largest selection
of Indian jewelry in
Central Mlinois.

Apache Junctions
coffering you quality,
selection, and bottom-
dollar prices.

| This Christmas solve your gift problems
easily——shop Apache Junction and save

NOW THROUGH CHRISTMAS:

Everything discounted
10% to 50% off and more

Also for your conirenlenée: NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11-8.

Your BankAmericard welcome.

Apache ]unct'i-on, the leader in Indian jewelry

204 8. McChun, Bloomington; 2 blocks East of Clinton, just off Grove. 829-4411.

CE HELD

The thing I didn't 1ilke about the doctor

was the fact that he was therse. Also, there
were things he dldn't do that he should hawe
and vice versa: For instance, somebody
walted too long before supporting the
Woman's perineum when the baby was actually
belng born and then didn't do it very well
anyway.

It seemed that the doctor forced the de-
livery of the placenta much too scon.

Finally, the film had one other obnoxious
twinge. When the baby was born, the doc-
tor was right there. He turned the poor
1little person upside down, glving the 1it-
tle boy a pat to make him cry and breathe,
The blrthing room was noisy, too,

It is totally wnnecessary for a doctor {or
anyone) to turn a newborn upside down to
shock it into breathing. If a baby doesn't
breathe right away, one can check for mucus
which might be blocking air passages, and
suction it away. But as long as the umbi-
lical cord 1s still agttached and 1s GLlue
and threbbing, that child is stlll getting
nourishment and oxygen from the mother.

Instead, most infants are forced from warm,
qulet, safe environments where they exlsted
for monmths in near darkness, All of a sud-
den the child bursts into the world sucking
cold alr for the first time into his/her
lungs, being blinded by artificial lights,
and listening to the roar of approval from
adults who can't relate to the infant's
terror. A little coaching in some of
LeBoyer's natural childbirth techniques
might have saved the little baby in the
movle from hils first nightmare.

T was glad when the movie was over. It
took me back to last July when Irene and I
had Cath at home. The preparation, work,
pain and delight are so overwhelming that

a reminder this soon was almost a 11ttle

too soon, It was, however, refreshing to
meet Cat Farrell, the program's guest speak-
er. I was tlired that night when I was fin-
ally able to get a fow moments alone to -
speak with her, and I was too tired to stay *
for the entire rap she gave to people in
attendance.

Farrell 1s a lay mldwife, BShe has dellvered
four bables, not counting her own first
child, (Her secend child will Join us in
about six weeks,) She was at first a 1ittle
apprehensive about talking openly about

lay midwifery. BEven though there are no
laws regarding mldwifery, the AMA and other
threatened indlviduals could bust the woman
for practlcing mediclne without a llcenss.
Farrell's feellngs about lay midwifery as

a yrofesslon are that the less publicity
given the activitles of lay mldwives, the
better. (In Galifornia some lay mldwives
were busted, Farrell related, and the people
involved won thelr appeal. But later the
appellate court reversed 1ts own deelsion,
and the fate of the Callfornia midwlives is
still undecided.) No wonder Farrell was
apprehensive--some protection 1s needed for
this form of underground relief for allen-
ated women. :

Farrell is a member of the Natlonal As-
soclation for Childblrth at Home, a group
which charters instructors in childblrth
education. Farrell {tvld me she is going
to focus on teaching for the time being,
but that she will attend the births of
people 1n her classes if they wish, She
sald that some klnd of positive dirsction
must begin with women getting control over

~their own bodies, taking it away from the
male-dominzated obstetrlics-gynecology pra-
ctices., And if going "underground" to help
women through childbirth iz what it takes,
then that's what it takee,

Farrell recommended that women in owr com-
nunity who are interested in home chilld-
btlrth, read some material about 1t. .Cne
foundation that can send you informatlon 1z
the Natlonal Assoclation of Parents and
and Professlonals for Safe Altermatives in
Childblrth, P.0. Box 1307, Chapel Eill,
North Carelina, A Bloomington woman also
has information and lista of places that
give out literature about home childbirth.
She has had her twoe children at home, and
is willing to help anyone Interested in
home birth get the necessary informatlon.
Call Irene at 828-7986, .

w=Jim




OD’ed and PO’ed

On September li4th, I overdosed on PCP in
Chenos. The Chenoa police and an ambu-
lance were called. While I was helng put
in the ambulanece, uneonscious, officer John
D, Johnson looked in my purse for identifi-
cation. :

The first thing he checked out was a
leather pouch which contained some pot,
a roach eclip, and a set of works (hypo-
dermic, ete.). He confiscated all this,
but never got a chance to look in my wal-
let for my I.D.'s because the ambulance
people were getting lmpatient to get me
to the hospital. I later recelved s re-
ceipt for the pouch which I did not sign,
fearing that drug charges could result.

I was taken to Falrbury Hospital in
Iivingston County. The doctor there knew
me and called my mother. She came, and
the doctor gave her my purse. She looked
in 1t to see if she could find out what

I was OD'ed on, and found twenty $10 bags
of PCP.

So she called my father, who in turn
called one of their friends, State Trooper
J.T. Cox, He cams, and my mother gave
him the bags of PCP. All of this happened
while I was unconscious.

When I filnally did regain consclousness,
ny mother and J,T., Cox came 1n to talk to
me, (I'm a chaln smoker, and they would-
n't let me smoke untll I talked to them.)
I was still all messed up. When I woke
up in the hospital, I started screaming,
not knowlng where I was and thinking

the whole thing wWas a dream. Whille I

Was talking to my mother and state
trooper Cox, the whole thing sti1ll seemed
Just 1like a nightmare,

Cox told me, “You might dle, and we'd like
to know who did this to you."™ He went
through a long list of names, asking me
if I recoghized any of them and what I
knew about them. T only remember recog-
nixlng one name.

PITY THE POOR JUDGES. . .

New York(LhS)=-Claiming they are ®vic-

timized,” several past and present
federal judges recently described in -
court the personal hardships they
suffer with their $42,000-a-year
salaries,

Themas A, Masterson said he had to
leave the bench and return to more
duecrative private practice so his
five children could remain in private
schools,

Judge Spencer Williams of the U.S,

Distriet Court in San Jose, Ca, la-
mented that his wife must sell real
estate to supplement his income,

So far B2 judges have asked the court
to rule that Congress and the White
touse violate a constitutional ban on
reducing the pay of judges during
their terms when they failed to grant
pay raises they year, Federal judges
were granted $2000 raises to $42,000
last October,

COPS TELL DOFPER TO EAT IT

(ZNS/Y?)w- Here's a switch.

Two Sheriff's Deputies and their

commanding officer have been suspend-
ed from duty for allegedly forcing an

Arizona man to eat on ounce of mari-
Jjuana.

Twent-year-old Wayne Farris claimed

the two officers stopped him recently

on suspicion of drunk driving, and

after a search, recovered an ounce of

pot in his auto.

Harris then c¢laims the two police
ordered him to begin eating the pot,
saying that {Quote) "If there's

no evidénce, we can't bust you, so
eat it,"

When T asked Cox if I would be busted, Cox
sald probably, and that I should cooperate.
I wWas terrified that I would be thrown
into jail or a mental institutlon. Cox
may even have threateded it, as he was
saying a lot of pressure stuff to me then
that I can't remember.

While this torture treatment was golng on,
several other things were also happening.
I had to sign s whole bunch of hospital
and insurance-type forms, I was too messed
up to resd them, so I trusted my mother
to keep me from slgning anything that was
not OK. 4And I passed out again a few more
times during the whole scene with my
mother and trooper Cox.

S0 what with me still belng messed up &
passing out while they wers questionirg
me, and my fear, and the pressure from
Cox, and the unreality of the situatlon,
and my trust in oy mother, I talked. Cox
wrote down everything I sald and had me
slgn the paper. I don't have a2 copy and
still don't know everything I said. I'n
sure I sald a lot about the drugs I was
dolng, and probably about my friends,

The only person that I'm sure I talked
about was my boyfrlend, Moses (not his real
name),

A Tew days later, a good friend of mine,
the man whose name I had recognized on
Cox's 1ist, had hls house ralded early in
the morning. Cox signed the warrant, The
morning of the raid, my friend's wife was
in labor in the hospltal, and the cops in
volved knew it. o

The pollce confiscated 31 grans of plain
old flour, which they bellieved to be heroin,
and a llttle pot. The radlo carrled the
police report which said that my frlend was
busted for I grams of heroln.

He was taken to Jail in Pontiac, I loaned
him a lot of money for bail.

After all this happened, I told everyone
involved what had happened while I was
OD*ed in the hospital. I promised that I
would make things right 1f I eould, I
haven't heard of anyone else getting has-
sled, though, except my boyfriend. He re-
fuses to see me any more because of what

I did, s0 I can't help him much.

In October I had to answer to charges of
possession of PCP. The evidence against
me was my confession, slgned in the hos—
rital. By that time I was broke and had
to use the public defender as my lawyer.

I was flned, put on probatlion, and ordered
to see a psychologist every week,

I had gotten a summons. PRefore I had a
chance to tell pecple it was for my hearing,
they found out and thought I had been sum-
moned to testify against the friend who

had been husted for possession of flour,

So when people found out T was going to
court, almost everyone stopped speaking to
me, I never have been asked to testify in
ny friend's case, but I dan't think 1t's
over yet.

.The fine, probation, and psychologist are
awful, but they're far from belng the worst
part of the whole mess for me. What's
wWoret 1s knowling that I "narced" in the
hospital, and not being able to get things
right with people., I have a few friends
left who know me well enough to understand
that T wouldn't et it happen again, tut
the majority don't want to gilve me another
chance.

I feel used and T feel very, very angry.
The hospital shouldn*t have allowed Cox in
to see me and bedger me, or let anyone else
in either. While I and some of my close
friends continue to suffer, trooper Cox and
the hospital, who acted possibdly illegally
and definitely immorally, get off scot free.

—Kathryn Weber
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DANCE CONCERT
AT SUNNYSIDE

In the earlier part of this year, a
dance group of 11 girls between the
ages of 13 and 17 formed for the
specific purpose of performing for
the Bloomington Bilcentennial Day
lagt May.

Since then the group, now referred to
as Essence--A Dance Company, has pro-
gressed to being a permanent organiza-
tion as part of the Summyside Neighbor-
hood Center dance program, directed by
J Corky Nagel.

After auditlons in mid-September the
group has worked consistently toward
their first concert, which will be
Friday, December 10,beginning at

7 p.m, Along with Essence, a junior
dance company called Ebony, and Dance
Iz, a dance company from ISU, will
participate in the concert. The con-
cert is free to the public.

ANNUAL MEETING

The Sunnyside Neighborhood Center will
heold its Annual Meeting on Monday,
December 6,at 7:30 p.m. at the Center.
Reports on the activities of the past
year will be made by Royal Madison,
Director of the Center. Election of
new members for the Board of Directors
will take place. Any resident of
MecLean County is invited to attend.’

PROGRAMS FOR
EVERYONE

Sunnyside Neighbnrhood Center has
expanded its programs to include
something for everyone.

Pre-School is offered to children
(a ea 3 and 4). We have both morn-
ing (9:30-11:30 a.m.} and afternoon
{1-3 p.m.) classes thlS vear, as
compared to last year's morning
classes only.

Every Tuesday and Thursday, the Mod
Kaffee Klatcﬁ meets from 10 a.m. to
12 noon. Some upcoming events sched-
uled include swimming, volleyball, a
guest speaker on childhood nutrition

From Sunnyside
Neighborhood Center

and diseases, a day at the movies
(FREE), arts and crafts (crackle
plaques and Christmas ornaments),

and a Christmas brunch. Babysitting
is provided for children OVER 2 years
of age. Transportation is provided
for those without. Call the Center
at 827-5428 for more information.

After-school art classes are held on
Monday and Friday for ages 5 to 12.

Various types of dance classes {i.e.,
ballet, tap, modetn, jazz) are open
to all ages.

Other new programs include a midget
basketball cllnic for ages 6 to 11;
physical fitness, weight lifting,

gymnastics and boxing for ages 6 to
17; and a joggers' club (open to all
ages). For more information call the
Center at 827-5428,

Our Alternative School is in session
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

Winter league basketball, in con-
junction with Bloomington Parks and
Recreation, will begin in December.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Center is at
1612 W. Olive St. in Bloomington.

--thanx to R, Madison

DISCOUNT STORES

DISAPPEARING

KRESGE’'S LEAVES
DOWNTOWN

Are the shopping malls- on Bloomington's
east side causing Bloomington's downtown
stores to lose profits? If thls is true,
it night explain: why the downtown Kresge's
store will be closing on December 31.

According to the Pantagraph, Kresge's store
manager Josevh Jablonskl sald his store had
made a profit while in operation, tut not
with *the style and flourish and exuber-
ance of years past.” At any rate, the store
didn*t turn hand-over-fist profilts like 1ts
slster operatlon, K-Mart, on Bloonmington's
east slde, and got shut dowm,.

¥ith Kresge's moving out, lower-income pec-
ple without rellable, cheap transportation
from Bloomington's west side are stuck with
very 1ittle choice. They can either go to
more troutle to get to the east side where
they can get decent dilscounts on items they
need, or they can wait for clearance sales
at the more expensive stores downtown.

Kresge's leaving downtown adds t¢ the prob-
lems that the closing of the downtown Wool-
worth: store causes low-income shoppers.
¥oolworth’s still operates a store at the
east—slde Bastland Shopping Center.

In fact, lower-income shoppers comlng to
downtown Bleomlngton can get real dis-
counts at only a few stores--QOsco’s, Dis-
count Den, Salvatlion Army and other small
thrift shops.

The downtown Bloomington tusiness area is
dying away. It's btad enough that business
was centered downtown Instead of out in
different neighborhoods so people could
buy things more easlly. But at ledst the
downtown area is close to where lower-in-
come people llve. Now, folks whe can't
easlly get out to Eastland are running out
of places to buy reasonably-priced things
downtown, Times for many west-slders are
gotting even harder and harder.

—dJ.T,
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Dear Raddy:

Post Note: “Dear Raddy,” although humorous
(hopefully, anyway), can be used by readers
who really do want sone "radical™ dear abby
type advice, as in the letter below.

Dear Raddys

I need some advice. I work at Wonderlin Gal-
lery, in the basement, with about a dozen
other people. This place 1s an awful fire
hagard, There's paper all over the place,
and hanging wires, and combustible materisls.
This wouldn't be s¢ bad if there were fire
extinguishers arcund, but Raddy, there are NHo
vlsible fire extingulshers anywhere.

Because I am & submissive and oppressed em-
ployee, I don't have the guts to say some-
thing to my manager. How can I bring it to
hls attention?

Signed A& fire-phoblac

Dear Oppressed Phobiae,

Are there other workers there who would be
sympathetle to the danger also? If there
are, you could perhaps g0 t0 your manager as
a group &nd talk to him, putting into prac-

. tice the principle of worker solidarity.

If not, I suggest that you call (anonymously)
the local Building Safety Department, 828-7361.
If they can't help you, they can refer you to
the proper agency. This would put inte prac-
tice the principle of letiting those in power
fight it out among themselves, known in rad-
ical jargon as "letiting the p gs deal with

the p gs."




On November 12-14th, six women from Blooming-
ton attended a nonviolent tralining session

in Downers Grove which was organized by women
fron the Movement for a New Society(MNS). MNS
is & both-sex national organizticon committed
to non-violent revelution in our lifetime,
What this means for MNS members is, first of
all, becoming aware of sexlsm, raclsm,clas—
sism, and ageism in our soclety,and then
getting together to smash these cppressions.

Qur involvement with MN3 began last winter
when two MNS men passing through town stayed

with some of cur friends. The travelers rap-

ped about MNS and mentioned that there was
golng tc be an MNS-sponsored women's confer-
. ence in Michlgan that spring. Three women
from Bloomington then attended that confer-
ence and found that they shared a lot of po-
1itlcal beliefs with the other women there.

3o when we were sent invitatlons to another
women's conference in November, slx of up
packed our bags, rolled up our sleeping 'bags,
and hit the road.

We arrived in Downers Grove Friday evening
hungry and excited. We were greeted with
the aroma of homemade tomato-rice soup, the
laughter of children, and the hugs of many
women. There were 26 women there and ten
young folks of both sexes,

After dimmer we all gathered to talk about

child care, house duties(we were staying in
a Quaker meeting house), and the agenda for
the weekend, We also learned each other's

names (well, some of us did) through a nanme
Zame.

Not knowing anybody else and not belng MNS
members, five of the slx of us pretty much
clung together at flrst. Jemnifer, however,
who's a year old, was much braver and more
outgoing than the rest of us.

After breakfast on Saturday we broke up into
personal-sharing groups. The purpose of th-
ese groups 1s to glve each woman the opportu-
nity to exchange beliefs, experiences, and
reactions with four or five other women, and
50 become closer together.

cpf

Although the conversation in each personmal
sharing group varied, the maln theme was an-
ger, and how we as women deal with 1t on a
personal and institutional level, The p-s
groups were followed by feed-back exerclses
wlth the whole group.

(CPF)=-=The folks at McDonald's-=the
ones who "do it all for you"--re-
cently issued a confidential memo to
workers regarding customers who find
"foreign objects" in their Big

¥Mac8 and Quarter Pounders. The

memo urges workers .to "attempt to
secure the 'foreign object*,®

Employees are asked to "explain to the

customer that {taking the object)
would be helpful in attempting to
trace down the means by which it
could have been found in the food,
It will satisfy the customer that
there is a sincere concern and
effort on your part to see that
such an *incident® does not happen
again.,”

The memo goes on to state that :
aelzlng the foreign object alao “"re-
moves
ly be exibited to sll the customer’s
friends and end up with a lawyer in
order to seek damages.”

'evidence' that may subsequent-

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

NON-VIOLENCE,
NOT NON-ACTION

For MNS, non-vlolence dges not mean non-
action. Saturday afternoon was spent learn-
ing action stretegles, speclfiéally “canmp-
paign building™ and cnnflict analysis and
resclution,

The group leaders offered us a step-by-
step process for confllet analysis and re-
solution, Using this process, We broke for
a few minutes into pairs and locked at the
background of a real conflict in our lives,
the people involved, what the maln lseues
are, and how negotiable they are, conslder-
ing short and long range goels, ’

An example of this would be to analyze the
conflict over nuclear power by looking at
its history, the forces and organiztions in-
volved, and deciding which of your goals are
workable. From this a plan of actlon is de-
veloped, which uses the next action strategy
we learned--campaign bullding, This in<
volves, after analysls of the situation,
leafletting, demonstrating, bullding co-
alitions, ete. .

Late Saturday afternoon we broke up into
workshops. There were four workshops of-

- fered. These Were peer co-counselling, a

method which puts psychology back in the
hands of the people, a workshop on non-
viclence and chlldren, street-theatre as
a means of protest, workshop on women
writers.

By Saturday evening we were getting to know
the other women better and feeling really
good towards them., We were feellng so com-
fortable that during that evenlng's creative
sharing time, Susie read some of her poetry
and short storles, and Andrea played her f1-
ute while'we eang along, It was exciting for
the six of us to be able to add something to
the conference by sharing with everyone our
love and support for each other as women,

On the whole, the weekend was very relaxing.
4Also, 1t was encoureging to be in a group
where the politlcal was so obviously person-
al. Examples of this were our vegetarian
meals and the equal sharing of responsibll-
itles for the young folks and our attempts
at non-adultist behavior and attltudes to- .
wards them.

On Sunday we talked about and .evaluated the
weekend together in the whole group., Then
we packed our bags, rolled up our sleeping

-bags, and hit the road back to Bloomlngton,

feeling more slsterly and sad to leave our
newfound "family®,

—-Riverfinger and Lambda

FOR THE
MOST IN MUSIC

Sale!
G-65 Classic w/case

105 Broadway

. 599 SO Phone: 452-6412

G-90 Classic w/case . .°104_.5_O

FG-75 Flattop w/case. .
FG-110 Flattop w/case
FG-165 Flattop w/case.

. .998,50
. . %114.50
.5149.50

FG-170 Flattop w/case .$149.50"
FG-160 Flattop w/case . . .*129.50

Also: Takamlne, Guild, Martin, Ovatlon Fender
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Gay Activist Speaks At ISU

What Morty Manford Said

At 8:00 p.m. on Hovember 18th this
undercover Post reporter donned her
cloak and skulked through the night to
Hayden Auditorium to hear Morty Man-

ford speak on a highly controversial
toplc: “Homophobia.™

After my Barbara Gittings experlence
(see last month's Post) I arrived
with high expectations for the eve-
ning.

As I walted for the star of the show
to appear, 1 renewed old acquain-
tances and tried to write an ap-
propriate poem for the occasion--a
nonsense poem emerged, of course, As
I sat deep in thought, several old
friends approached and chatted with
me. With them was a young person
who seemed friendly from the word
"go." After varlous amenities and
small talk, I discovered that this
personable young man was none other
than our guest speaker, Morty Manford.

Morty is, as he put 1t, involved in
gay liberation at the "grassroots"
level; he believes in demonstrations
and active participation in pursuilt
of his and all gays’ rights. He
feels that mere 1e§islation granting
rights to gays is "not worth a damn
alone." Legislation must be used as
a vehicle for focusing on the more
profound aspects of gay liberation--
primarily, feelings. Gay people need
human rights, not just civil rights.

The gay liberation movement is made
up of many parts (lesbian feminists,
militants, campus groups, discussion
groups, parent groups, etc.), and
these parts must be unified in their

téthereaiﬁﬁné.
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You Know , Coming
ovt of the closet
woasnt So hard .. .
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i why ! was in there
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feelings.

Those who are not gay them-
selves (such as Parents-of-Gays) may
be involved on intimate personal levels
in the struggle through interaction
with gays.

The main concern of everyone should
be homophobia, the fear of homo-
sexuality and homosexuals. Gay li-
beration will not really arrive until
homophobla has been faced and con-
quered. Gay liberation 1is not ad-
vocating reverse discrimination, but
is advocating more freedom of expres-
slon (of affection, of open feelings,
etc.).

Repression of feelings is: taught in
our society. Gradually we're robbed
of our feelings. We're taught "what
is expected of us--masculinity wvs.
femininity." Our work ethic teaches
us to deny our feelings in the here
and now and to settle for routines
by which to live,all in anticipation
of the hereafter.

Sexuality 1s here and now.

Gay sexuality, even more than other
forms of sexuality, represents the
here and now. Gay sexuality is "the
cutting edge to place emphasis upon
our feelings."

The time is tight for us all to weork
topgether for gay liberation, for hu-
man liberation. The 50's nuclear age
accounts for the growing rebellion
against dehumanization and mechaniza-
tion of people. The 60's brought the

e g

drug culture, wherein people sought

sensation and sensuality through the
artifieial avenue of drugs. Now the
70's brings the workers' rebellionm,

with increasing contractual demands

of employers.

Homephobia is embedded on a societal
level. Homosexuals are considered
“*decadent, subversive, criminal, sick,
and sinners" in this society. Homo-

sexuals must suffer government har-
assment, religious persecution, and
personal degradation, as well as deal
with the day to day hassles of living
in our society.

Morty Manford, gay actlvist speaker, says

"Everyone must Identlfy with the issue;
gay and non-gay must all become involved

in gay liberation/human liberation."

Hobody knows what causes heterosex-
uality, let alone homosexuaIlty, 50
the constant recriminations must stop.
Sexuality 18 no one's fault; it is
simply a fact of life.” Sexuality is
gexuality.

We must repattern ourselves, con-
cretely affirming our feelings. We
must take a step forward as indivi-
duals. Gays, come out to someone--
your friends or family. WNongays,
don't.laugh at those "fag" or "queer"
jokes; stand up and say "1 don't
think that's funnyl!"” Everyone must
identify with the issue; gay and non-
gay must all become involved in gay
liberation/human liberation.

"It is our ripght to be persons!"
Homophobia compromises the emotional
maturity and fulfillment of people.
Feelings must be encouraged. Anti-
feeling bias is a reflection of the
oppression of all minorities.

Let us end oppression now!

--Tad




. . .And How He Said It

Morty Manford has been a gay acti- questlon and answer period after his It is unfortunate that there were

vist since the Stonewall riots in talk is that he did not want to focus not many men there to hear bim on

1969. I think his main interest is . on himself as having all the answers. Thursday night. I feel Morty Man-

activism and not public speaking. . ) ford is a good example of what men
_ ) This man is very conscious of sex should be like.

I found what he said on November ‘roles and the negative effects of mas-

18th to be extremely eXCltlng, but . culinity. He alsaq shows himself to - -~Jack Davis

there were a few low points in his be aware of sexist language, by re- :

presentation I felt this was be- . ferring to groups as women and men,

cause of the way he spoke and not or lesblans and gay men.

because of what he sald or how it
was organ:.zed

I Weathered the low points pretty well
and actually rather enjoyed them. I
was surprised to hear that other people .
found him mediocre when I thought he
was excellent. T think this happened
because generally people expect that

men will have their rap together and

as public speakers will be dynamic to
the point of being all-knowing.

Morty Manford had his rap together, but
did not use it to present himself as
an authority figure. In his talk and
in conversations with him it seemed
that he did not always have immediate
access to what he wanted to say. I
found that quality in a man refreshing.
He did not dominate conversations, nor
did he attempt to tell people what to
do. T think that one of the reasons
he wanted a discussion instead of a

If you need to pﬁt a classified -ad in the
paper, send it to us, and we'll probably.- - j
put it in unless it offends us, - Free, :

THERE WILL BE A WOMEN'S CENTER
MEETING ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 6th,AT. - |
7:30 p.m. AT THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST 1/ '
CHURCH AT 21) N, SCHOOL ST. IN NORMAL, T L

This is the same place we met in November,
and we will again hold the meeting in the
Ping-Pong Room downstairs and child care
will be provided upstairs in the Junior High
Room.

Pl ) ) ‘l
Anyone who needs or wanis to offer a ride, ) \ \
call Mary at 828-8327. ! }
) N/ &

We will reach a decision on the organizational

proposal at this December meeting. - \ h “ s

We'll have coffee and tea there. People are

welcome to also bring coockies, crackers, or :
other munchies. AN

LOST: Calico cat, black, white, and tan.
Last seen on corner of Prarie and Empire
in mid Nov. HReward.

Call 829-9649 or 663-4922.

Are you interested in learning Karate and
how to protect yourself but can't afford
spending $30-to $40? Are you upset with
the close-mindedness and prejudice of the
existing Karate schools? Well, now there
is a club run by the members, not the
instructors! It's the Peoples Karate and -
Self-Defense Club of I8U., The cost is only
%] a year. Don't allow the money-hungry
instructors to rip-off the people!l

Do something about it, JOIN US!

All interested people should contact Gregg
Ozimek at 438-7887,
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Small Changes, a new alternative book-
store, will be opening in downtown
Bloomington around December 15th.

| As well as telling you whe and what

we are, we'd like to tell you why we
decided to open an alternative book-
store.

Small Changes was organized by a
collective of seven women who come
from different backgrounds and have
different philosophies and polities,
but agree on at least four important
political ideas. These ideas brought
us together as a bookstore collective.

' Qur first position is basic. We

feel that radical social change is
necessary, that the ideals of peace
and freedom and self-determination

we were brought up on are not the
realities of our lives, or most other
people's lives.

We also believe that small groups can
be a vital, workable means of deep
social change. In order for this to
be true, we believe that these small
groups must have continuous conscious-
ness-raising within them and must

also continually make connections with
other like-minded groups and indi-
viduals. To be most effective, small
groups should be made up of people

who are close to each other and caring
about one another.

|| A third position that we hold as a

ﬁ group is that for now, we as women

~ can be most effective basing our po-
.~ litical action on the experiences, the
J oppression, and the strengths that we
{ have as women. This belief will come
'ﬂ through in the stock of the store,

| which will have a definite but not
exclusive emphasis on books For women.

.|L;:t, but certainly not least, we

. share a commitment to a joyful strug-

| gle. We are people invoivea In a 8

struggle whose climax may very pos-

s8ibly not come in our lifetimes.

But we are also people who strongly

intend to improve our daily lives,

and by god have fun doing it. It

is as important to us to become more

loving with one another, to hang out

. and deepen our friendships, to laugh
and become daily stronger, healthier,

. saner, and happier, as it is to con-

. tribute to a more future-oriented,

. very often painful struggle for re-

| volutionary change.

. Revolution is important to us.

Equally important is reform, in the
sense of a joyful re-forming of the
ways in which we look at ourselves and
deal with other people.

IN THE BEGINNING

About six months ago, the six of us
who were in a rap group together de-
cided that we should start a book-
store, It was one of those crazy
things that happen halfway into a
meeting where you're sitting around
dreaming dreams and spinning fantasies
together. A minority of one tried
to hold out for an ongoing coffee-
house-type thing, but she was over-
ruled by a noisy majority.

b

Yy

We recruited two other women (one
woman later dropped out, in case
you're trying to figure out how two
and six makes seven) and tried to
figure out what to do first.

N T e et P e %t e

ALL (]

We decided that we had a lot of work
to do before we rented a storefront.
We wrote letters to publishers and
to other women's bookstores. We
started contributing money ourselves
on a monthly basis (for some of us,
an irregular monthly basis). We
hustled donations from other people.

At just about every weekly meeting,
we tried to decide on a name, told
ourselves that some day we'd have to
really sit down together and talk
about our politics, and alternated
between thinking that we'd never gé&t
it together and that we could ope
three weeks, 4

We finally set a financial goald
ourselves and said that we'd u
place when we had a certain ng
dollars. (The certain amount
ways tentative and seemed toje
from time to time, so it nevel
was much help.)

We brainstormed about how
and came up with a bunch ¢
of which actually happenedj
One of these was a garage
we held at the house of fri
ing the summer. What we s@
mostly used books we'd lu
from move to move since h
or scrounged out of stora
towns .

The second and more daring.
ing scheme was a benefit ca
which you can read all aboul
adjoining article.

So now we finally have eno
to open up feeling reasonab
confident, we decided on a na
we've found a place to move i
we like. .And so we're just ab
ready to go, full speed ahead.

WHERE AND MORE WH.

We hope to be not only a bookstore, |
but also a place where people can
meet to exchange ideas. We are non-
profit. All sales money will be
used to buy more stock.

We took our name, Small Changes, from
an excellent book by Marge Piercy.
We wrote to her and asked if that was
OK, and were very excited when she
wrote back to tell us she was pleased

and proud to have us use her book title

as our bookstore name.

Our store front is at 409A N. Main
Street in downtown Bloomington, be-
tween Monroe and Market streets. We
plan to open around December 15th.

Since we're starting on somewhat of a

financial shoestring, we're opening with
Besides

only a small number of books.
women's books, we hope to soon carry
a large selection of science fiction,

radical politics, health care, and books

in other areas.

Our plans also include carrying alter-

native periodicals and albums, a wide
stock of non-sexist children's lit-

erature, and having a reading room and

a children's area.

We welcome work from local artists
and craftspeople to sell through the
store. We also welcome cash--a lot
(both a lot of welcome and a lot of
cash). For info, call 828-6935.

Small Changes means a lot to us. We
ope it comes to mean a lot to you.

T e —————

IANGES
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The seven of us in the Small Changes
Bookstore Collective had been plan-
ning this concert for months, and
finally, on Sunday, November.2lst,
it happened. And it was wonderful.
(This is not going to be an impar-
tial review, as you may already have
gathered.)

When we first started talking about
holding a benefit concert, we en-
listed the aid of Dennis Longwell

, and Dennis DeBourbon. Dennis and
% Dennis are members of the New Age
usic Co-op, which runs the Lazy
Saloon on Market Street in
lgomington.

s and Dennis gave us a lot of
getting bands, giving sugges-
about a place to hold the
, and so forth. But even
mportantly, the Dennises in-
§8) to believe that we could
£

~five of the seven women in the Small Changes Bookstore Collective

decided on a tentative

gl asked the Parks and Re-
Spedple if we could rent

Favilion. Bob Wall,

& co-ordinator we spoke
“receptive to our plans

he go-ahead. Since

git, we got to use the

Eree.

ive groups of perfor-

hom we'd already

they would play for us
free. Everybody said

an to get more and

course, last minute
care of. We made

ad them printed up

of other publicity.

11 arranged for us to

he bands' PA systems.
ffee and tea and cups and
some change to use at the

it was the Sunday morn-

ree of us got to the pavilion
:30 and cased the joint. The

ert started at 1:00 in the after-

v , 850 we ended up with lots of time
o sit around and chat, which was fine.

Jayde, one of the five groups of peridEmers wh
benefit concert By

" Two of the other women in our col-
lective arrived about 11:00, (The
other two women, unfortunately,
couldn't make it.) We began setting
up, trying to mesh all our fantasies
about how the set-up should be.

And we did a good job. We had the
stage area in front of the windows
looking on to the lake, some rows
of chairs set up in the middle of
the floor, some room for dancing,
and some tables and chairs set up
near the doors. We heated up some
water for coffee and tea and put
it out on a long table against the
kitchen wall in the main room.

Just before noon, Jayde came in

and set up their PA system and
equipment. A little later, Dennis
and Michael Darling and Sue LeSeure,
the first group of performers, came
in. At 1:00, our tirst paying cus-
tomers started drifting in.

We charged $1.50, and many people
donated a little or a lot more.
People donated so much that after-
noon that even though only about

85 people paid to get in, we made
$160.00. And some people who could
not make it to the concert donated
the admission charge anyway.

--Pat (on the right) a g
the benefit :

il = ¢ . e e —

SMALL CHANGES

BENEFIT CONCERT

I+

We're admittedly biased, but we
thought that all the performers
sounded exceptionally good. The
first people to play were the Dar-
lings, with Sue LeSeure singing
three songs with them. Even though
they got short shrift since most of
the audience didn't arrive until later,
Dennis Darling was kind enough to sa
at the beginning of their set, '"Smal
changes start with small groups.”

People who've heard them play at
the Galery or elsewhere around

town know that the Darlings play
guitar, have a soft, good sound,
and play a mixture of old songs and
original songs. That Sunday they
were at their best, and their best
is very, very good.

The next group to play was Jayde,

a fairly soft but large and elec-
tronic jazz-rock band. The songs
they played wer« beautiful and moving
and some werc great to dance to, so
we did. During Jayde's set a light
fantasy~-come-true snowfall started,
to the strains of Jayde's '"These are
a few of my favorite things."

The next performer was Todd Tecumseh,
a singer and guitarist. His songs
were not only very well performed, but
also spoke to a lot of the personal/
political ideas and involvements that
the women of the collective share.

It was encouraging to hear someone
singing what we are saying.

The fourth group was Basement Band,
basically a bunch of unbeatable boogie
people. Because we started a little
late and were running on a tight
schedule, and because of complications
that caused a long set-up time, Base-
ment Band didn't play for as long as
everybody wished they could. But while
they did play, they generated an in-
credible amount of good vibrations
energy. This spread to the audience.
many of whom were up on their feet,
dancing and clapping through the set.

The last performers were Pat and Yo-
landa, guitarists who have two of the
most beautiful voices heard in this
or any other world. They sang some
songs separately, most songs together,
and every single one was no less than
a total soul-grabber. Many of their
songs are about women loving, and
many manage to achieve universality
despite the fractured consciousness
of the world we live in. It was per-
fect closure for a day many of us
hated to end at all.

It was a wonderful, rewarding (not only
monetarily) experience for our col-
lective, and everybody else seemed

to have a good time too. We have
many, many thanks to express to
everyone who supported us, and we
hope to be able to translate those
thanks into community action. We
intend to do it again.

See you at the bookstore.

--Small Changes Bookstore
Collective




Informer Joe Frost
brings MEG arrests

'In mid-October, five area residents were the agents work out of Peoria.

victims of Multi-County Enforcement Group N :

(MEG) arrests. All five arrests were results derry Dean's description is heavy set, 5'1",

of the undercover work of a special employee dark brown hair, balding on top (from that
ABOVE: Joe Frost turned into a (informer) from this area, Joseph Frost. dangerous undercover work), with a short-

trimmed beard.

narc "special employee' so he
could get out of an armed robbery
charge. Any ex-friends of Frost

Among those arrested were:
Donna Hangen is 5'1', 105 lbs., and has long

having a better photo should send William Olso.n——del_ivery of a controlled sub- black hair {possibly a wig).
it to the Post-Amerikan. . stance, cocaine, and marijuana X
Bteve Eft--delivery of a controlled substance The newest mode of transportation for the MEG
James Jones-~delivery of a substance which unit is a 1974-1976 red Firebird. The license
was represented to be a controlled substance number is VP3682.
Mote: it is illegal to sell ggything if you '
tell the buyer it's dope) _ The two agents together, posing as lovers,
Bobby Reyes--delivery of a controlled sub- would frequently attend local parties. Jerry
stance ’ Dean, to show that he was with the "in
Ivan Bacon—-delivery of marijuana pecple, " would {ell his story of being an ex-
hardened criminal. At times, he would talk
The special employee (informer) for MEG, of being wanted for murder in Florida. He
Joseph Frost, had been a personal friend would always caution people not to spread
and frequent visitor of all five defendants for thig around. Jerry wowld also boast of
a few years. At one time, he had helped his whorehouses in Peoria and how he needed
two of them obtaln employment. . the whites (speed) for his "ladles.”
Then he was arrested for conspiracy and Ever wonder what narc couples do for relaxa-
armed robbery of the Owens service station. tion when attending parties? It might gurprise
He was convicted of theft of $38.00 in the you. ' '
early spring holdup. His charge, a Class 4 :
Felony, carries not less than one year or At one party. Jerry and Domna purchased a .
more than three years imprisonment, a $10, 000 dime of cocaine and retreated to the bedroom..
fine, or probation not to exceed five years. After a bit, Donna Hangen returned from the
bedroom nude. She pranced about, entertaining
ABOVE: IBI undercover narc Jerry Deen Frost got three years probation. His court the party with a show. Soon after, Jerry
hides his face while waiting for court fo record reveals that he earned this light Dean appeared looking quite content. He
begin. Man on left came and left with sentence by volunteering to become a nare, thanked everyone for the highs and buys and
Deen; he may be a cop himself, between his convietion in April and his sen- departed. Hangen and Dean were evidently
BELOW: another view of Agent Deen tencing hearing in October. acting out some Readers Digest descﬁption

e 14 :
{right) and his unidentified escort,. of what it's like to be high.

The evening of Oct. 18, Frost paid a friendly

visit to one of the people he was setting up, Donna Hangen is a former employee of the
Bobby Reyes. Steve Eft, another man Frost Elmwood Police Depariment, in Peoria
was narcing on, was also visiting at Reyes' County. She went Lo work for MEG last
house that night. summer, and retains a residence with a
” non-published phone number in Dunlap, Illinois,

Frost lefl early, and shortly afterwards, the near Elmwood. While an Elmwood cop,
IBI showed up to arrest Reyes. The IBI Ms. Hangen worked in undercover drug
agents also kept asking where Eft was (he investigations.
was hiding, but they eventually found him).
This incident clued Reyes in early that Frost Agent Jerry Dean and special employee
wag a narc, since Frost was the only one (informant) Joseph Frost are reported to still
who could've told the IBI that Fff was visiting be actively working the area, finighing up old
Reyes that night. buginess. :
The next day, Joe Frost had his sentencing If you have information concerning this duet,
hearing and got probation. contact the Post, 828-7232.
Joseph Frost drives a 1966 Ford van, with It would alse be a good idea to be extra
brown primer gpots. He lives on RR 7, Blo- careful this time of year, since MEG iz now
omington, phone number 829-5989. looking for examples for their refunding bid

' coming up this spring. After all, we know
The two agents involved in these recent arrests what types of tactics MEG will stoop to just
were [BI agent Jerry Dean (see Photo) and to make their statistics lock good.
MEG agent Donna Hangen. These two agents ~-Michael
worked the Bloomington area as a pair. Both

CATT RDRJ

103 BROADWAY MALL
NORMAL, ILLINOIS 61761

Hairstyling- Professional,

Knowledgeable, Affordable.

WOMEN & MEN MAY CALL 452-9812 FOR APPOINTMENTS__

Open 8 am -8 pm Daily
8am -2 pm Sat.

Quality hair care products from Sassoon & Jhirmack




MEG seeks to ban

public, press from
board meeetings

MEG board members (above) want to hold secret meetings, so '
that "so~called photographers" won't be able to botker them.

Members of the MEG Board of Directors plan
to push speclal state leglslation which
will free MEG from the requirements of the
Illinois Open Meetlngs Act.

The Open Meetings Act presently forces
public bodies to admit the press and public
into almost all offlcial and non-official
meetlngs. The only exceptlons are that a
putlic body may go into prlvate session to
dlscuss hiring and firing of particular em-
ployees, and to dilscuss possible buylng of
land,

For more than a year, the Peoria-based MEG
has had a lot of problems wlth the Open
Meetlngs Act. The pressnce of Post-Amerlkan
reporters forced the MEG directers to a-
bandon their monthly three-hour steak and
cocktail meetings at Highland Hills Country
Glub because the management didn't 1lke the
riff raff the MEG meetings dragged in.
Since then, Bozrd members have met 1n a
bare room in the Pecrla County Courthouse.
~As Post reporters showed up each month, MEG
meetings got shorter and shorter, undoubt-
edly saving valuable time for the busy
police chlefs and sheriffs who serve on the
MEG board.

At one point last spring, official MEG
board meetings wWere down to a mere five
minutes, The board's real declslons must
have been made informally (and illegslly),
awWay from the press and public, For a
several month period, MEG's executlve dl-
rector Jerry LaGrow was offlcially excused
from reporting to the MEG board: +the mem~
bers feared that LaGrow's photograph might
be taken, thus supposedly blowing his
cover as an undercover agent.

When LaGrow finally showed up at a MEG
board meeting last spring, MEG officials
were openly hostile and rude to reporters.
MEG Secretary-Tressurer David Watkins
threatened to have Mike Richardson, edltor
of the Galesbhurg Free ¥Yolce, arrested for
walking barefoot in the Peorla courthouse.
One Board member agein proposed that MEG
Director LaGrow be excused from attending

meetings, 1n order to protect hinm fron
*being hassled by so-called photographers.”

Later, MEG official Watkins explalned to
the ISU Videtie that the motion was not
aimed at the Vidette, but at "those ass-
holes in the back" (referring to s Post-
Amerikan and a Free Volce reporter). On
its next publlcatlon, the IS Vldette
published Director LaGreow's plicture,

MEG dlrectors have shown their lowve of
secrecy 1ln other ways, too. When the
T1linols Bureau of Investigatlon conduct-
ed a month long lnvestigation of varlous
charges of MEG improprlety, the MEG Board
ordered the report kept secret. Tt still
is a secret,

MEG READY

MEG Secretary-Treasurer David Watkins
flatly refused a Journmallst's request to
inspect MEG financlal records, which by
law are publie.

In its day-to-day operations, MEG 1s al-
ready set up as a secret pollce agency, and
its employees view 1t as such, playlng CIA-
type superspy infilirating the youth
culture.

If 1t manages to escape the Open Meetings
Act, MEG would becoms & secret police force
at the broader, pollcy-deciding level as
well as the day-to day operations. This
would further protect the undercover cops
from any control by the people or thelr
elected officials. Tt's a threatening
sign.

TO ASK

LEGISLATURE FOR MONEY

MEG wants your tax dollars to continue pay-

ing for small-time marljuana busts and
superspy salaries.

MEG 1s getting resdy to ask the state leg-
islature for funding on & semi-permanent
basis, according to s story in the Peoria
Journal Star November 20.

At a Nov. 19 meeting, members of the MEG

board of directors examined a draft copy of
a bl1l which will be introduced in the leg-

islature.

The Bill, a product of the work of a com-

mittee composed of representatives from all

severnl MEG unlts 1n Tllinols, will provide

for 50% state funds, to be matched by money

and personnel coming from the cities and
counties composing the various MEG under-
cover unlts.

David Watklns, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Peoria-based MEG, 1s chairperson of the
state~wide MEG funding committee.

MEG is seeking state money to replace funds
provided by the Illinois Law Ernforcement
Commission (IIEG).

If the state refuses to fund MEG, the local
units of govermment will have to pay MEG's
entire costs themselves.

A demonstration In Bloomington QOctober 9
Protested the proposed MEG funding leg-
islation. Several hundred people came out
on a cold rainy day to oppose MEG,

ACLU Again Calls For MEG Withdrawal

POST NOTE: As the Post-Amerlkan goes to
press, the Clty of Bloomington's offlelal
committment to the MEG undercover drug
police ends on December 31, 1976. Sometime
during December, the CQity Council will de-
cide whether to end its membership, or
whether to continue to supply one full time
police officer (Bobby Frigs) for undercover
sSpying.

The amerlican CGivil Liberties Union has re-
peatedly urged governmental units to withe
draw their money and personnel from MEG.

Here is s copy of the latest letter ACLU
sent to the Bloomington City Council:

In a letter dated October 14, 1975, the
Peoria and McLean/DeWitt/Livingston
Chapters of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union (ACLU) requested that
the City of Bloomington terminate

its support of the Multi-County En-
forcement Group (MEG). The eight-
page letter listed and documented ac-
tivities of MEG which violated citi-
zens' Constitutionally-guaranteed
civil liberties, were illegal, and
were morally objectionable.

ACLU was disturbed that the Bloomington
City Council did not have the cour-
tesy to acknowledge the letter or the
civie respon51b111ty to deal publicly
with the issues raised. In the face
of evidence which clearly suggests
termination of support of MEG, the
Bloomington City Council chose to com-
tinue its support until December, 1976.
(We understand that the matter will
be reconsidered then.)

ACLU again urges the City of Bloom-
ington to termitiate its support of

MEG. The charges agalnst MEG listed

in our letter of October 14, 1975 have
not been refuted, and many of them have
been substantiated by the investigation
conducted by the Executive Committee

of the Illinocis Law Enforcement Com-
mission (XLEC).

The ILEC Executive Committee report--
an independent effort which followed
the investigation conducted by the
Illinois Bureau of Investigation--ex-
haustively investigated each of the
ACLU charges. ILEC not only did not

disprove them, but rather found a great
" deal in 'MEG's procedures which violate
professicnal guidelines.

ILEC Execu-

tive Committee condemned some of the
actions of MEG Director Jerry LaGrow
as unprofessional and lacking in good
judgment, and found the conduct of one
MEG agent so repugnant that it recom-
mended his termination.

Other significant events subsequent to
ACLU's initial letter to the City of
Bloomington include McLean County's
and the City gf Galesburg's withdrawal
from MEG, and the Town of Normal's
choosing not to join MEG when--toward
the end of Metromanager Anderson's
administration--it was presented an
opportunity to do so.

Clearly, events subsequent to our first
request on October 14, 1973 serve to
strengthen the case that the City of
Bloomington should not continue its
financial and personnel support of MEG.
Once again ACLU urges the City of
Bloomington to terminate its support

of MEG.

Sincerely yours,
Thomas Eimermann; Cha;rmﬁn

McLean/DeW1tth1v1ngston
. CHapter
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", Your Business! ,,.cemn

212 &. Lee in Bloomingion

EVERYDAY PEOPLE

SERVING YOU!
Seven Days A Week!

|MAN-DING-GO'S :
Che Store for Body & Soztl

212 €. Lee
828-2114

Mary

- , ......._._.._._W._Ae.g. .................

Mlke Thomas

Owner & Manager

We Want

Jim

MANDING-GO’

The Store for Body and Soul

Monday thru Friday 12-9 Caturday 10-9
Sunday 12-6

In “Ye Old lce House”




Remember Us?

Native

Regain Maine

(Much of the information in this article is
brought to us from the New York Times
Sunday edition, October 24).

Two Native American tribes niay régain 2/3
of their ancestral land in Maine.

A lawsuit on behalf of the Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy tribes, which was chided and
thought ludicrous by most public officals when
the case began four years ago, has suddenly
blocked the sale of milllons of dollars of
municipal bonds and throwm Maine's state
government into confusion and puzzlement as

to the true ownership of private lands and even
whole towns.

The suit charges that Maine's Native Americans'
ancestral forest lands were illegally bargained
away by local white authorities in violation of
the Federal Nonintercourse Act of 1790. The
claims encompass 12 billion acres or more in

the northern and eastern portions of Malne, worth

worth some $25 billion, according to Thomas
N. Tureen, attorney for the Indians there.

The suit is the largest of several in New
England filed by Mr. Turecen and other law-
yers for the Native American Rights Fund, an

Americans

"Under the new constitution, the central

government reserved to itself the power to
deal with Indian tribes. This power was
strengthened with the passage of the Indian
nonintercourse Act of 1790, which sald that
Yany title to Indian land obtained without
Federal approval {s null and void.

This act, restricting salés of Indian land
without Congress' approval, was rencwed
every 2 years until 1894, when it was
declared permanent. Yet, as early as 1794,
Massachusetts made a treaty with the
Passamaquoddy tribe, in which Indians

surrendered all but 2 small portion of their
holdings. The Federal Government, pre-
occupled with Indlan tribes not so eager for
White takeover, took no notice.

The Passamaquoddy and Penobscott tribes

were presented with conditions in the following
yveara common to virtually all Natlve Americans.
They endured grinding poverty, their lands
nibbled away and promises, for example,
paymenta for wood cut on the land, were short
lived. Instead of existing self-sufficiently as
they had previously for hundreds of years, the

May
Homelands

In opposition, Maine's. Governor James B.
Longley has urged the tribes to drop their
land clatms.  In recent months, the exismtence
of the ci#ise has stopped the sale of $27 million
of bonds by the Maine Bond Bank, halting
school and hospital construction in amall
municipalities. It has also left the large
towns of Ellsworth and Millinochet unmable to

- float $4.4 million in bonds.

The tribes, however, are not interested in
returning the grace the Maine's-previous
authorities bestowed on them. Mr. Tureen
revealed that the Native Americans did not
want to take any homeowners' land away, but
might be interested in a settlement involving
land in forested areaa.

"Tt's preposterous,” sald State Attorney General
Jogeph E. PBremnan, Maine's Chief legal
officer.- ™You just don't undo 200 years of
history that readily.” Mr. Brennan overlooks
however, the centurles of Indian history radi-
cally altered by the imperialistic motives of
the same coloniea they helped to liberate.

"They used to laugh ahout this case and
everything else," sald Nicholas Sapplel, tne
leader of the Penobscot Indlans., "Now they're
getting a few gray hairs. You've never seen
so many lawyers. It reminds you of a cartoon. "

YBy no means would we give up this land again,™
gays another Native American. ‘"Actually, we

didn*t make the law. They made it."

—Jeri Rossi

Indian advocacy organization based In Colorado.
Other suits have been filed in Rhode Island,
Connecticut and Cape Code.

" Indians had to eventually rely on government
handouts.

The episode began with the American Revolu-

tion when General George Washington entreat-

ed the Indians to side with the colonists. The

Passamaquoddy were, in fact, primarily -
responsible for defending eastern Maine from

the British. However, the newly liberated

colonles, already paving the road of irres-

ponsible dealings with the Indians, sent no

thanks until 1784.

s
1E:

Arguing that the title to much of the atate's

land was vold because the treaty had not

been approved by Congress, Mr. Tureen and
the suit went into court on George Washingtons®
Birthday, 1972. "It was llke, Hey, remember
us? We're old war buddies?" he said.
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2 PUBLIC LICENSE TO KILL
RESCINDED IN NORTH CAROLINA

A three-judge federal panel has declared unconstitutional a North
Carolina outlaw statute, saying the law gives the public a license
to kill.

The law authorizes state courts to disignate fugitives as outlawas and a
allows g citizen to shoot an outlaw who fails to heed an order to
" surrender.

Fourth Circuit Appeals Judge J. Braxton Craven and District Judges
dJohn D. Larkins Jr. and Franklin T. Dupree said in an order that
the outlaw statute does not provide due process or equal protection
under the law.

A spokesman for the state attorney general's office said a decision
on Whether to appeal will be made afier the order is siudied.

Among flaws clied in the staiute were that an impartial judge is
not the one to decide if a felony has been commifted or that the
proposed outlaw probably committed it; that no arrest warrant or
grand jury indictment is required; and that the outlaw has no chance
to hear notice of the action or opportunity to be heard.

-Frank Adams

************************************************

: ALTERNATIVE NEWS

********************_************************'*fk***1

NORMAN LEAR SET TO
STAR TRANSEX ?

Los Angeles-- Producer Norman Lear of "Mary Hartman, Mary
Hartman" fame has begun initial production of a television series
about a man going through a sex-change to female, called “All
That Glitters. . . ."

Lear is currently seekjng a person for the lead role and has already
interviewed a number of pre- and post-operative transexuals, including
a leader of the Eon Society, a transexual rights group.

Lear bas also reportedly spoken to transexual tennis player Renee
Richards in regards to being a consultant.

‘To be produced by Tandem Productions, "All That Glitters. . . ."
is to be a "situation comedy"” and may, unfortunately, wind up being
a watered-down version of "Myra Breckinridge.™ But transexualg
aware of it consider it to be a major breakthrough, if it portrays the
transexual experience anywhere at all near the actual reality. .
Meanwhile, one of the transexuals currently working with Lear as a
_consultant was recently brutally beaten and molested by the Los
_ Angeles Police Department. It is hoped that Lear's program will
not reflect the LAPD's view that a transexual woman is, as they told
the unfortunate vietim, "a punk with his dick cut off."
-Angela Douglas

COPS ON TRIAL FOR LYNCHING

Lynching is not a thing of the past in Alabama. According to a
dispateh in the latest issue of the Black Panther newspaper, an all-
white jury in Mobile has dismissed charges against a white Mobile
police officer accused In the near-lynching of a black activist earlier
this vear.

The Officer, Michael Pattick, admitted instigating and participating

in the lynching attempt. Pattick also admitted to being a member of the
"8ix Hundred Bquad,' a para-military zroup described in the Panther
report 28 a "secret police organization dedicated o terrorizing black
people.

The Incident occurred after 15 police beat and chased two Mobile

black activists following an alleged robbery attempt. Pattick admltted
taking a rope from his car and stringing up one of the activists, 2 man
named Casmarah. When the first branch broke, Casmarah was hung from
another tree. As Casmarali was gasping and straining to keep his toes’

on the ground, 2 detective drove up and stopped the hanging,

The police department fired one cfficer immediately (he has since
been reinstated) and suspended another for 14-30 days. Four other
Mobile officers still face trial and a coalition of black community
leaders is calling for an investigation into the activities of Mobile's
neo-longer-secret "Six Hundred Squad”
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“SNOOPY-DOO” ...

SCOOP!

Looking for an unusual gift for the holidays ? Have you considered
buying your loved one a pile of. .. "Snoopy-Doo?"

A REAL

In what is either the most tasteless idea of the gift seazon or a master-
plece of parody, a SanFrancisco entrepreneur who describes himself
as "a noted psychiatrist and amateur seatologist " has announced the
"hottest' new holiday item --dog poop.

But not just any dog poop. According to a recent announcement, the
- commodity is part of "the prodigious output of the world's most
famous beagle.

“Snoopy-Doo" looks just like the real thing except for two cute little
button eyes poked into the top of the plle. "These unique art objects
are speclally treated,' purchasers are advised, 'so they are odor-
free and guaranteed not to stain.™

Lord knows what Dr. Jobnson would make of all this, but to borrow
a fquote from Lucy Van Pelt: "Good grief, Charlie Brown!"

-Gar Smith




MARIJUANA ... SLIM PICKINS

High Times magazine reports that the U.S. is in the midst of a
severe "marijuana drought, " with no end in sight.

The normal yearly end-cof-summer pot shortage is now extending well
into autumn this year, and is likely to continue or get worse.

High Times blames the scareity mainly on the federal government's
campaign to prevent the import of the illegal weed from Mexico,
Colombia and the Caribbean into the United States. The only

solution to the pot shortage Is for smokers to plant victory gardens
full of the weed in their backyards or In window boxes
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"More Americans daily are realizing that trying to heat one's home
to 68 degrees with electricity generated by burning uranium at '
10, 000 degrees is the equivalent of trying to cut butter with a chain
saw. '
~Lee Johnson
Rain Magazine

POLICE MAY HIRE DOPE SMOKERS

The police department in Houston, Texas says it'is just about
impogsible to recrult new officers without accepting some who have
.smoked marijuana. Deputy Chief Harry Caldwell reports that the
depariment, which once frowned on men and women who admitted
to smoking pot, has adjusted ita guldelines to accept ex-users of
the evil weed.

The Deputy Chief laments: "Asking a guy who has come back from
Vietnam if he smoked marijnana is like asking him If he smoked
Salema, ™
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THAI ARMY COUP WITH U.S. TAXES

A researcher at Princeton Unlversity's Center of International Studies
reports that, just prior to the recent military coup in Thailand, the
United States dramatically increased its weapons and counter-insur-
gency ald to the military and police forces in Thailand.

The researcher, Michael Klare, states that the step-up In U,S.
military aid in Thailand seems almost identical in patiern to what
happened in Chile just before 4 military junta there overthrew and
killed Salvador Allende.

Klare says he has obtained U.S. Defense Department documents--
many 6f them through the Freedom of Information Act -- which reveal
.4 massive effort by Pentagon officials to supply counter-insurgency
and antl-riot gear to the Thai military h.lerarchy.

He quotes one Pentagon report shdwing that U.S. military aid to
Thailand, which averaged six million dollars a year in the early
1970*s, jumped to $89 million last year.

He reports that Thailand's 1978 military purchases from the U.S.
alone exceed its total orders for similar eqguipment during the
preceeding 25 years combined.
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Wet Satin

Wet Satin (75¢)

The subtitls tells it all: Wet Satin 1s a
comix collectlon of "women's erotle fanta-
sies" as deplcted by women underground car-
toonlsts,

The subtitle doesn't tell 1t all. There
are a varlety of ways a woman (or man)
artist might choose to handle "erotlc fan-
tasies.,” An artist can be personal or im-
personal, ironic or stralight, literal or
stylized. Some of these approaches, of
course, are far from genulnely “erotlc".

This review can't tell it alls persohally,
this eritic only found two pleces in Wet
Satin "erotlc". One was the back cover
illo by Becky Wilson, It's a lush night
drawing full of dark purples, exotlc back-
grounds and burbling fountains. The other
was a four page dream depiction by Lee
Marrs with its heroine climbing a mountain
to make love with a birdman. Drawn in a
clear and styliged manner, wlthout dialog
but for the last panels, it's a sensual
plece of comic art.

This eritlec, by the way, is male and pre-
dominately heterosexual. Make of that what
you will.

Some of Het Satin's most successful mater-
ial fits into the realm of the ironic.
Cathy Millet's "Chaste Sex Education” shows
a fantastic explanation of human reproduc-
tion being taken llterally. Petchesky's
*ain't- TAfe Grapd? and Joey Epstein’s
"Night of Dynamlte” both ridleule urban
bourgeois chic. The latter of the two is
better done (Petchesky's piece becoming
needlessly hard to follow on the last page)
but both ultimately come across as effect-
ively funny.

(A quote from the leather clad heroine of
"Night of Dynamite®; ™I don't wish to make

anyone feel inadequate, but there are men
who never quite go soft while going at it
who make all night a reality._")

The best blt of irony, though, belongs in
"4 Mature Relationship™ by Joyce Farmer.
Deceptively sweet in tone (notwithstanding
its subject which I'1l wilthhold for a couple
of paragraphs), it contalns several sar-
donic edges to it, many of which don't be-~
come apparent until the full story 1s read.

A digression is appropriate here. Wet Satin
1s publlished by Krupp Comlcs of Wisconsin.
It 15 not the first sex-related underground
publlshed by them: <they do Blzarre Sex, a
male~dominated comle now into its fiftn
issue.

Bizarre Sex, despite covers with balloon
genitalia, interstellar copulation, and
even weirder Interiors, has never been a
problem to get out. It's one of Krupp's
better selling titles, in fact

So when editor/cartoonist Trina Robbins
approached Krupp publisher/cartoonist Denils
Kitchen, neither apparently saw much
trouble with getting Wet Satin out.

They were both wrong,

Krupp®s printers, the same ones that print
Bigarre Sex, refused upon seelng Wet Satin
to print it. Trina and XKrupp hed to take
1t to the West Coast to get 1t printed.

Kow, when that sort of thing happens, one
can't help but wonder what plece of Wet
Satin upset the printers., (Assuming that
the whole idea of wWomen having erctic fan-
tasles Wasn't anathema to them.)

"4 Ma.tui'e Relationship" is this critic's
nominee for Biggest Potential Publisher
Freakouts 1t deals with sex and menstrua-

ALCON
CAFTE

tlon——whlch is to say sex during menstrua-
tion--quite graphically. In the story, an
older married couple ritualize the sex act
around the wive's period, he finding men-
struation quite arousing, The strip de-
tails a night between them.

There are several levels working here.
First, most males (this critic included)
more or less feel unconfortable about men-
struation--the endless array of abusive
Jokes and slang surrpunding 1t testify to
this. In presenting it as potentlally er-
otle, Joyce Farmer forces male (and pos-
slbly female) readers to confront thelr
prejudices.

On another level, though, Farmer doesn't
vlew her couple so positiwely. The sheer
ritualized nature of thelr approach to
sex, whlch accomodates the male over the
the female, is first subtly, then expli-
c¢itly, put down. Implicit from the very
beginning in the story, for instance, is
the fact that Farmer's couple only have
sex during her period,

In addition, the strip's "cute" drawing
style and pseudo-romantic dialog (remini-
scent of romance mags) further bely the
story's title assertion that this is "4
Mature Relationship,™

Ty

Some of the other materlal doesn't fare

as Well. Editor Trina's "Rawhlde Revenge*
attempts to turn the tables on bondage
pornography, but 1t doesn’t quite mske 1t:
its heroine’s revenge for being bound and
degraded just isn't strong enough to com-
pensate for the early scenes we see her go
through., Baslically, too much time 1s spent
on "rawhide" and not enough on "revenge.”

(In balance, Trina’s cover for the comie,
showing a multl-zippered woman eating a
banana while on a skateboard before a Marlon
Brando figure, 1s a marvelous iconographic
put on.)

Two other pleces, a coke sex surrealism tale
by Shelby and a French Revolution sex and

nadness comlc by Melinda Gebble, fall too
much into visual vagueness, This 1s espe-

Cont. on next page

"THE IMPERIALISTS GET NOTHING BUT
COAL IN THEIR STOCKINGS!" said this
brother from the North Pole while organ-
izing in Bloomington-Normal.




Comix Review (cont.)

isted to be disembowelled--or in countless
stereotypleal humor strips.

¢ially true of the (ebbie plece, which alsc
hes an air of rampant hestility to it that's
hard to get past.

A prose tale, "Love Lights," by Terry
Richards, 1s an amusing confesslon-type
romance parody, but for some dumb reason T
find myself bothered by single intrusions
of prose into wundergrounds. They sesm too
much like these awful yellow page prose
pleces straight comics used te use for fill,

Desplte 1ts near misses, all of the msterial
in Wet Satin 1s Interesting enough to be re-
Warding. One can only hope the hassles of

getting it into print won't dissuade editor

Trina from putting together future, stronger
volumes.

In Brief:

Gay Hearthrobs ($1.00)

Lest snyone feel too embarrassed for that
midwest printer's refusal to run off Wet

5
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Thanks to Rising Up Angry

Satin, let me assure you that things ain®t
necessarlly that much better on the west

coast, This book, from reports, had been
lavguishing for years looklng for a Cali-

"fornla publisher baefore the folks at

Fultlorne took it up.

Why?

Gay Hearthrobs is about male homosexuality.
Whlle women artists for ysars have beeh

able to draw and express leshian fantasles
In comix, male cartoonists generally haven't
chosen to. From the evidence of the length
of time it took to get this bhook out, I'd
guess male artlsts didn't get much peer
support in that area., (A calculated under—
statement,)

Before thls hbook, the foremost underground
examples of male gay characters exlsted in
8. Clay Wilson's strips--and there they ex-

{Two exceptions come to mind:

25

a Harold

Hedd strip by Rand Holmes and a welrd story
by Dan Clyne 1n Bizarre Sex.)

This book wholeheartedly treats the sub—
Ject positively and in varled fashion; ten
different male artlsts are represented in

this book.

While the artwork 1s more un-

even than, say, Wet Satin's, the hook is

entertaining,

Stories range in content from straight di-
dactic to barely comprehensibly surreal to--
and this 1s an old word--ribald.

That this book wasn't printed years ago
speaks badly of certaln west coast under-
ground publishers.
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|2 , 'YOUR TEACHERS AND PARENTS STILL

SEX GAMES WE ARE

There are numercus games that men and women are immediate environment as possible. Men may circumstances. {Usually, of course, a lover
taught to play while learning to deal with one ' feel defenseless or worse while trying o cope will think of his bel oved in more terms than just
ancther. Some games, such as mild flirtation, are with their emotions under these circumstances. these. Nonetheless, under these circumstances -
lots of fun and even ego-boosting. Yet games can This "weakness" in contrary to the idealized the lover is foroed to think in dehumanized terms,
also be depiructive, More than either of these, games  Iimage of strength that men are taught to march thereby cheapening his respect for women in
tend to be vmconacious. We would all like to believe themselves againgt., general.)
that we have the ability to direct our future lives and Als to the ol Iness of L

X o, myths abound ag plentifulness of love,
Efr:s:ie:; a?:: :r: of-mtdtm Bomt?thins that we Ev s edly, can and should "have a honey.” The other half of the male/female game-plan Is
' ' _ One is not a "real" man or woman until one hag . 2Ot DY any means better, although it is patterned
In otir all-Americar culture there are two hasic lover. Love is, in fact, a rare and preclous thing. :laiﬁer:t:toly Men ara.athopenly and dehb;rately
types of male/female games. There is the “property It might concelvably be regarded as a special type holze in.: o:pﬁe ‘:llal one t0 that ormen
game, " and then there is the "manipulation game. " of *"position™ {rung) by those caught in a competition an inlerlor 5o status to that held by men,

pattern. and while women are encouraged to manipulate

Actually, both of them could be thought of as men, they are not usually told cutright that use

‘manipnlation games, but the first demands an exter-

nal, standardized structure revolving around the ~ There are plenty of men who do not*have a honey? of manipﬂ:);o: is & desirable way to gain thelr

concept of competition while the second type depends These men may feel they are unfustly kept away wantsc;r o Women generally plok up this

more upon an internal s ; ity. i from a position that is prestigious and (supposedly) .type of patterning through cu]J:uriza.tIon Television
pleml. They may want the "poﬂltim" Qf those shows from Lucl-“-e Ball rem to Star T‘l."ek

Each of these game s ave played by both sexes. Any  luckler than they, and a few of these "have-nots" Do iesaﬁ"m old Fumphry Bogart films to Jaws,

man-woman relationship will probably have an 'will do all they can to try to break up another's Cos n::g;zl‘t;les from Dick and Jane to

exchange of a little of each type of ingrained game- source of happiness. This all helps to build an Iife a1l show va, and situations from real

pattern and an exchange of sincerity. However, . extremely destructive type of jealousy on the part & e:tsnt WDmEmanlpulatmg men, and to

most men and women were brought up by thelr - of the lover. This type of jealousy doesn't have to - oy they all encourage It. (Though few

parents with different expectations in mind. Women bave anything fo do with the fear of losing one's of them Would ever admit to such. )

- lover. This type of jealousy has to do with "not
| ;t:;most o::;nlep:lt:r:z mtm nostleoaﬁr:fxg pe thame :11:1!’“]& ' being turned Into a sucker" by having one's : “Lom_a_rg:penly encouraged to become "shock
into tghemco tition/property maze. ring taken out from under one. rr:d.{tl rs." ‘That is to say, women have been
mpeti . onally expected to sympathize, empathize,
and to leok after others before themselves. Women
have even been encouragec to lose their identities
by living off others' emotions and problems.

Men are directed from early childhood into the
competition pattern. Men learn to compete for
faverything. In order to get shead. Moreover,
men are taught to continuously be on gusrd and -
prepared to fight simply to maintain an attained
position--there will always be another person
wanting thelr "rung."

Women who take to this patterning in a single-
minded faghion usually discover that the returns are
not worth the efforts. Men generally don*t appreciate
this type of drain on their lives and emotions, and
who wants to live with someone who has no {observ-
able) mind of their own? After being put off or put

" down & mumber of times, these women will either
become disillusioned - and withdrawn, or will
learn other ways of communicating with the
pecple around them. '

Men do not take equally well to this king-of-the- M.
Bl ideal, but the training does exist. It is this -
training which turns up, nearly inevitably in the
course of a love relationship, and which may
cause destructive feelings to be generated within
-Rthat relationghip. Many of us have seen an
otherwise mellow guy turn into a competitive/
protective monsteér once in love.
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TAUGHT TO PLAY

If plain sex—appeal or position-appeal does not
produce the desired reaction, women may resort
to challenging a man’s competitive abilities.

Thus come appeals and challenges regarding a
man's "manlineas, " "ability to provide, " "ability
to get ahead, ' etc. (This is also a method of
challenge or manipulation that some men use on
other men. The army s really good at exploiting
thia method. )

Whatever the form, successful manipulation can
be hurried along by using a mask of innocence.
This does not mean that women using manipulation
must act like children, It means that if they make
those invelved In their manipulations belleve that
they are incapable of such maneuvering-—elther
because of their naturally sweet and charming
personalities or because they appear mentally
incapable of such action--that it may greatly
enhance the effectiveness of thelr manipulation.

One of the most successful marmers of showing
-innocence uses a shock absorber role women
are encouraged to take, "Oh, but I just had to . .
do this. You couldn't expect me to just sl t by
and not (sympathize, empathize, look
after someone or something. . .) Do you really
think s0? I had no idea you felt that way. I'm
iterribly sorry". And so on.

A qualifying paragraph is needed here. Succesaful
manlpulation does not always need an appearance
of innocence to be worn by the manipulator

(look at the army), and not all women caught in
misunderstandings while trying to sympathize,
empathize, or otherwise fulfill their established
roles are guilty of bad intentlons. An appearance
of Innocence ghould not dictate an assumption of
guilt. The best way to understand a person's
intentions is to watch that person to see if s/he
repeatedly acts in such a manner that brings ill
will to those surrounding her/him.

Whatever the case, the manipulation and compet-
ition patterns feed off of and fool one another.

A woman who iz good at the manipulation game

has much to gain by keeping men locked into the
compete-till-we-die mindset. She has learned

to satlsfy many of her wants and needs by
deliberately playing men off against one

another, or playing men off against thelr own
self-expectations. A man who has done well-at the
competition game has at least as much and probably
more to lose than the woman who has done well at
the manipulation game. A man who has done well
at the competition game has prestige and probably
material wealth and power. A woman may gain
favors through manipulation, but that is precisely
what they are: favors. A woman desiring prestige,
power or money must (traditionally)acquire these
things' second-hand through the men around her.
Thus a woman must "super-human-ize" men.
They are the sole means (traditionally) to a. com-
fortable life. (Superhumanization is another form
of dehumanization since the super-human being
‘18 expected to do altogether different sorts of
things from what the merely human being is ex~
pected to do.)

You can see that the whole of the property-com- develop some method of communication to replace
petition/manipulation pattern is a bit on the sick the aystem you "attempt to rid yourself of. (And
gide. The best defense against the dehumantzation the replacement must be acceptable to the people
characteristic of and necessary to theae patterns you with live with, ete.) However, aimply being
is to withdraw from the patterns. Obviously, this =~ aware of the condition under which we were
is easler said than done. A lifetime's conditioning raised, as well as knowing that other options
does not disappear with a decision, or with a year could exist are steps in the right direction
or even a five-year plan, and of course, you must towards a conscious control of our destinles.
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Let's Imagine that you're a school adminis-
trator, elementary or junlor high level, and
you don’t think that much of kids, but you've
got the thankless tagk--in a society that doesn't
think much of kids elther--of getting them to
Tow the Line.

And let’s get this part clear right off:

Towing the Line has nothing to do with freedom
or thought or aven honesty. Towing the Line
means following the Rules, stupld or not,
reasonable or not.

And you, as adwministrator, have to teach these-

kids to Tow the Line because that 18 the mark
of a Good Citizen.

The question: what tool, what learning
device, do you use to tell these otherwise
potential rabble-rousers, these potential
Bad Citizens, how to be Good Citizens ?

Answer: Lies and Threats, of course.

H you're lucky, {f you have a hypocritical
County Sheriff and a gaggle of local business-
folk eager for cheap advertizing and a chance
to appear "civie-minded, " you can get these
l{es and threats packaged--printed in pam-
phleta that can be given to all your charges '
for their edification.

The Pamphlets

Let's drop the hypotheticals, now, and take
2 look at three such pamphlets from real
life. Passed out lzst year to local junior
high school students, these little booklets fit
ouy imaginary school adminietrator’s needs-
to the hiit. '

Thelr tltlea Lulu ﬁor Y_ggt_lb Mabuue
and Shoplifting is & Crime.

Written in generalized terms, these patn-
phlets purport to explain the law to young
readera. The quality of writing in them is
comical (eg. "Unfortunately, some people -
‘only become wise by experiencing penzlties
hecause they weren't.") The texts are
calculatedly unspecific: take away the cover
and these books mipht apply te any state,
for no mention of Illinois is within any of
these pamphlets. They're filled with
moralistic threats.

Simply, these three pamphlets represent
the worst in education. They blur the very

real distinctions between law and personal
morality, between fact and fancy.

And the McLean County Pollce Sheriff's

Department is emblazoned on the cover of each.

“Sexual Morality”

Mazake no mistake about it, some real teaching
about law and drug abuse is needed in this
country. Not only do young people need it, so0
do their elders.

8o do a lot of McLean County's police, appar-
ently, if they belleve these booklets.

Let's look at the pamphlet on Laws for Youth,
at the longest single seciion in that pamphlet:
"Sexual Morality. " It opens:

"What ean separate the maun from the boy?
Girla! Bui, tiese girls usaaliy ssparaie
the man from sacietv.” ()

Nowhers v olrin contre’ of ony qor md bobes

But check this later passage, noting the under-
lying threat and use of the unlegalistic word
"ginner™;

"Many are the boys who filnd they are re-
quired to continue assoclation with girls
they desplse under threat of exposure of
their past intimacies. Girls, likewise,
continue undesirable assoclations to pro-
tect their reputations from exposure. Need-
less to say, simmers and eriminals are con-
sidered to be falr game for public gossip,
and law enforcement officers usually inves-
tigate where rumors are present.™ (9)

Pretty appalling, huh?

~ Other Sections

Laws for Youth also included sections on
"Burg]ary, " "Crimes Against Property, "
"Crimes Against Reputation and Civil Liberties”
{wherein the reader is advised not to gossip:

go back to that last quoted passage for a

glimpse of official hypoerisy), “Special Problems
With Girls, " info on bike and marriage laws

4and more.

Inexplicably included under the section on
"Burglary” is a line pertaining to "arawing or
writing obecenities in a public place. "

A section on "Disturbing and Disorderly Con-
duct" contains a blurred photo of a protest
demonstration, followed by a sesitence: "It -
1 unlawful to disturb the peaoe and quiet of any
neighborhood or person by offenéive conduct,
fighting, or vulgar or progane language. " (16)
The implication i claar.” Protest ia

"'offensive condlict. " unprotected by law.

No distinetion between. lawful and unlawful
protest is made.

A pamgraph on "Hitchhiking™ is both unclear
and threatening, Tt reads, "It is unlawful
for any person to stand in a roadway for the .
purpose of naking for a ride. This {s
expecially dangerous in the case of young

~ School Pamphlets

boys and girls, as it is an easy method of
approach most often used by sex perverts. "

(18)

Granted, the second sentence has some
validity, but it 18 undercut by the first
sentence’s half-accuracy. Hitchhiking on the
shoulder is legal, after all, 1s many states.
The author(s), in not acknowledging this

fact, throw away credibility.

Shoplifting

This lack of concern for "small" niceties of
the law is also evident in the Shoplifting 1a a
Crime booklet.

Really, this pamphlet--once you get beyond the

asinine scare introduction--isn't all that bad.
Its main text is aimed at shop owners and
shop employecs, and it details different
techniques and types of shoplifting. Quite
informative if you're a busiuessperson.

But if you're not a businessperaon, if you're
a student in junior high, you have to deal with

the intro.

Look at this Instance of the hypothetical hor-
rors of being caught at shoplifting that appears
In the intro on ! page three:

"You may THINK no one is watching. .
One person IS, 'THE SBECURITY GUARD, ..
He asks you what you have under your coat,
When you open it the albums fall out..

'YOU ARE CAUGHT,

"You go to his office. _
He tells you to call your parents and tell .
them, while he calle for the police, "

Z

wish you ak

A

125 E. Beaufor:,

L a8 S T 8 AR AP

Thurs.~Sat. 9-11

ode

If you're looking for a truly unique Christmas
gift come to the Mother Lode, look over our
fine selection of Jewelry, Tiffany Lamps,
Macrame, Belts, and also now introducing

Iwan Ries Three Star Pipe Tobacco.
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Who Are The Brain Police?

About

L ie

What's wrong with this pleture? Answer:

a security guard may stop you and, if he finds
those albums under your coat, tell you to put
them back, but he can't start calling the cops

unless you've actually left the store, actually
have completed the act of shoplifting.

That small distinetion iz not noted.

Drug Abuse

But these two booklets are inoffensive com-
pared to Drug Abuse. Following the

inner cover photo of Sheriff King (which
tempts one to make comments about

food abuse), the reader is greeted by a photo |
of a ""hipple™ holding a joint out for the reader.
Make that two "hippies, " for the photo is

double-focused and headlined "Are You
Seeing Pouble? Many Drug Addicts See the
World this Way 24 Hrs. a Day."

You just know, after glimpsing that, that
you're in for some rough read.tng ‘wtth thts
booklet,

The pamphlet iz divided Into the following
sections: "Pills, Pills, Pills, ” "Glue Sniffing, "
"The Mind Bender, Hashish, " "The Facts '
About Marijusne, " and "12Bteps to ;' <
Raising a Possible Drug Addlct. weS e e e

Other abused drugs such as aIcoTlol aspirin, -
tobacco or caﬂein are not mcluded in the R
texto B

BELOW: McLean County Sheriff John King
picks his nose as he struts down Bloomington's
Maln Street. All the Tow The Line pamphlets
described in this article were distributed '
under the authority of King's office; all the
pamphlets also contain his pieture (but not
picking his nose. )

The above photo appears In Sheriff King's "educational™
pamphlet about drug abuse, which was distributed to
grade school and junior high students. The pamphlet
claims that drug addicts see double like this 24 hours

a day.

Much of Drug Abuse is written fn terma of .
vague negatives, a traditional (unsuccessful)
approach to the subject. In a diecussion of
the effecta of pot-smoking, for instance, we
find:

"Studies are being done today by the
Federal Government to find the exact
a.mount of damage caused through the .
use of martjuana " (12)

Note the use of the word. "damag‘e" in pla.ce :
of the more objective Tphysical change ™

Or take this insta.nqe trom the chapter on
hashish;

"Studies have shown hashish tends to aceen-
tuate the personality of the user. Using
hashish will bring cut in the user his fears,
peyclioses, sadistic tendencies, hig inade-
quacies or his wall—beiﬁg. " (10)

From that list; you wouldn't think "well-betng"
" (Is that a personality ?) had a chance.

" Oh yes, the pamphlet repeats the old saw about
. marijuana giving "inducement to take stronger
narcotics. " {14)

At left is one pamphlet's
plcture of & "good kid."
It appeara in the section
on "Obedience,™

The 12 Steps

But Drug Abuse wouldn't be all that excruciatingly

awful a booklet, for all its little bits of slanting,
-were it not for the final section on 12 Steps to
Raising a Possible Drug Addict. "

Its firat four "steps" are:
"ONE. During infancy give the child every-

thing he wants. This way he will grow up
thinking the world owes him a lving.

TWO. Never give him any religious training.

And don't let him make any decisions for
himself until he is 21,

THREE. When he learns four letter words,
Iaugh and tell him how cute he is. Let

him associate with others who use four
letter words regularly.

FOUR. Never say 'WO' to him." (15)

troyed once lies are found out, how education

Of course, four letter words haven't been
Iinked to drug abuse, nor has a lack of
religioue training, For that matter, whether
a child has been spolled or not has yet to be
linked with drug abuse. (Surely they don't
spoil kids In the drug-ridden ghettos 7)

What we have here,. ‘in this hs,t of what- not to
do, is advice to iiddleélass parents on’
getting their kids to Tow the Line. Why .
else wouid thig be included as step goven cn
the road to de;raﬂatmn and dope- "Never .
lethim earnhls cwnmcmey, givehfmallhe

needs“ bl

Scan that line a second What does lt tell
us? It tellg ugt .. 7 "—_‘__ o A

1. Drug sbuse is only a problem to those

with monay. (Who -el'se- could be 'so free with °
it?) .

2. Drug abuse is the result of shar"ng.
(Note-the use:of the phrase *all he needs“
opposed to "all 8/he wapts.") = o
3. Work, selfichness and capitalism are the
tools neceesary to ﬂght drug abuse. :

Perhaps I'm stretching things a b1t here, but
not much. "12 Bteps" iz an endorsement of
traditional middle-class ethics that ignores a
good portion of the real drug abuge problem
in its zeal to put forth the Line That Must
Be Towed.

Never mind the number of Line~Towing
hardworking husbands and wives, men and
women, who also happen to be aleoholics,
chaln-smokers, pill-poppers. . .

A Conclusion
This one is going to be harder.

Let's imagine that you're o schouol adminis-
trator and you're commitied to education.
Let's imagine that you believe, as any
educator of consclence would, in giving your
students the facts as obj ectively as humarly
possible.

You know, Mr.,/Ms. School Administrator,
how lying backfires, how credibility is des-

has {o be as objective and honest as possible.

What do you do when confronted with
pamphlets like these?

Another Conclusion

Somebody, be they school administrator or
county sheriff, should be ashamed of
themselves.

DC,

*
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(Editor's Note: The following article by Belita
Cowan, a college health instructor,- first appeared
in the December-January issue of Her-Seli, a
women's newspaper in Ann Arbor, Michigan. It
has been edited and shortened by LNS.)

NEW YORK (LNS) -~ Over 50% of all postmeno-
pausal women have at one time or another tried .
taking estrogen, either at thelr doctor's urging
or at thelr owm request. Although there is no
evidence to support drug company claims that
estrogen therapy retards the aging process or
helps sapging breasts, women and thelr doctors
contlnue fo rely on synthetic estrogens as a
palliative for “"growing old. "

Only 10% of menopausal women report having symp-
toma severe enough to require immediate treztment.

In the past, doctors have been able to tell their pa-
tients that medical research showed no association
between postmenopausal estrogen therapy and can—
cer, In fact, doctors argued that estrogen "pro-~
tected" a woman against cancer.

But now, with the publication of four articles in the
December 4, 1975, New England Journal of Medi-
cine, medid research has finally revealed that
there is Indeed a causal relationship between ea-
trogen replacement therapy (ERT) and the develop-
ment of cancer in women--endometrial cancer.
The endometrium is the lining of the uterus which
is shed when a woman has her menstrual period.

According to two national medical surveys, the in-
cidence of endomeitrial cancer did not increase
appreciably from 1947 to 1970. But since 1970, the
number of endometrial cancers in women over 50
yvears of age has skyrocketed. This increase
mirrors the wide—spread growth of ERT which has
occurred in the last 10-15 years.

Dr. Donald Austin of the California Tumor Registry
reported In November that data they had collected
from 1969 to 1974 revealed an increase of 50% for
invasive endometrial cancer and 100% for in situ
(located in the original area) lesions.

Her-self/opf

Austin noted that other tumor registries in the
country are reporting similar increases In uterine
cancers, and that the sharpest rise {s in white,
upper and middle class women who are the most
likely to take synthetic estrogens.

At present, the estrogen market is a large one,
with drug company sales in 1973 reaching a high of
$69 million.

The principal supplier of estrogen is Ayerst Lab-
oratories, whose form of the hormone is called
Premarin. Ayerst has been responsible for much
of the unfounded claims of e gen's "therapeutic
effects. i

While it 1s known that estrogens can alleviate vaso-
motor instability-~hot flagshes--on a short term
basis, recent studies point to a non-hormonal treat-
ment, such as anti-hypertensive drugs, as being
effective.

And it is doubtful whether oral estrogens are as
effective as topical estrogen creams in treatment
of dryness of the vagina (atropic vaginal cells).

Estrogen

Hard Evidence:

Estrogen and Cancer

In a telephone interview with Her-Self newspaper,
Austin said that there is now medical evidence to
support a direct causal link between estrogen and
endometrial cancer.

Indeed, when taken together the four articles in the
New England Journal of Medicine present a very
persuasive argument against the use of estrogen
replacement therapy.

The first article, "Association of Exogeneous Es-
trogen and Endometrial Cancer' compares 317
women with endometrial cancer (48 years or older)
with 317 matched women without cancer. Of the
317 with cancer, 152 had been treated with estro-
gens beforehand, as opposed to only 54 in the con-
trol group.

The distribution implies that "the risk of endome~

* trial cancer was 4.5 times greater among women

exposed to estrogen therapy."”

TESTS, TESTS,
WHO NEEDS TESTS?

The gecond article "Increased Risk of Endometrial
Carcinoma Among Users of Conjugate Estrogens"
by Harry Ziel, M.D., and William Finkle, Ph.D.,
deseribes a study using two control patients to
every one patient with endometrial cancer.

All totaled, there were 94 "matched triples’ who
were compared for age, residential area in Los
Angeles, duration of membership in the Kaiser
Foundation Health Plan, and the cancer risk cate-
gory, based on the patients’ medical history.

The study showed "an association between conjuga-
ted estrogens use and the development of endome-
trial cancer.' This assoclation, said Ziel and
Finkle, "cannot be explained by such {other) factors
as age, excessive weight, age at menopause or
parity." (Parity refers to having borne children. )

One thing which the Ziel and Finkle article men-
tiens, and the others do not, is the use of estrogen
replacement therapy in women who've had their
ovaries removed surgically, and young Women with
malfunctioning of the ovaries. Among these two
groups of women, they point out, endometrial
cancers "exceeds the expected number, " indicating
that here, too, estrogen replacement therapy may
be the cause.

"Cancer Risk and Estrogen Use in the Menopause”
is an editorial in the New England Journal by
Kenneth Ryan, M.D. Ryan begins with the state-
ment that the "Contributory association of Estro-

genic hormones with carcinoma of the endometrium

and breast in the human has been suspected for
years." (Emphasis added)

His information reiterates the figures in the two
scientific articles, that estrogen users face a 6 to
14 times higher risk of getting endometrial cancer.

Ryan goes further to suggest that cardiovascular
problems {varicose veins, blood clots, ete.),
migraine headaches, family history of cancer,
obesity and excessive smoking should also be con-
gidered reasons not to take estrogen replacement
therapy.

Questions & Answers
| on Menopause

by Belita Cowan

DO MOST WOMEN GO THROUGH MENOPAUSE IN
THEIR EARLY 40's?

No. To the contrary, most women experience
menopause in their early 50's, The average age
in the U.§. for menopause {1970 statistics) is
50.2 years. There is no evidence of great varia-
tion from this figure in the last 100 years.

HOW DOES MENSTRUATION CHANGE DURING
MENOPAUSBE?

There are basically 4 changes: 1) irregular
periods; 2) irreguiar periods with lighter flow;
3) regular periods with lighter flow; 4) abrupt
stopping of perfods.

If a woman bleeds more insiead of less during meno-
pause, this may be abnormal bleeding unrelated to
menopause, and the woman should consult her doc-
tor. Other abnormal signs are: continual bleeding,
blood clots and bleeding in between periods.

CAN YOU BECOME PREGNANT DURING MENO-
PAUSE? :

Yes. Just because you are producing less estro-
gen or having irregular periods doesn' mean that
you can’t get pregnant. Menopausal women may
ovulate on an irregular basls, but they do ovulate.
It is generally thought that once a woman has not
had a period for 12 consecutive months, she will
not become pregnant. i

DO MOST WOMEN HAVE A DIFFICULT TIME
DURING MENOPAUSE?

No. Only about 10% report having symptoms severe
enough to require immediate treatment. It is appre-
hension and fear of menopause that probably accounts
for much of the minor problems associated with
menopause--tiredness, listlessness and anxiety.
Changes in mood are probably related to external
factors such as fear of aging, lack of work outside
the home, lack of sexual expression.

WHY DO SOME DOCTORS MAKE SUCH A BIG
DEAL ABOUT MENOPAUSE?

Perhaps becanse they regard it as a disease instead
of a natural physiological process. Also, when more
patients see their doctors about menopause, more
fees are generated. If a woman is having no symp-
toms, she may not need to see her doctor unless

she haa not recently had a general checkup. Many
times women who have routine checkups at the time
of menopause will find that they feel better about
themselves after getting & "clean bill of health”

from their doctor.




and Cancer

WHAT ARE "HOT FLASHES"? WHY DO SOME
WOMEN GET THEM?

"Hot flashes" or "flushes™ are referred fo as
"avasomotor instability" in medical jargon, (Vaso
and vascular have to do with blood vessels; motor
applies to nerves and muscles.) With vasomotor
ingtability, the nerves sometimes overrespond to
changes in hormone levels, and the nerves cause
the blood vessels to dilate or constrict. This also
affects the capillaries near the surface of the skin,
particularly the face, neck, and upper chest.

Following the dilation, blood rushes to the skin
surface, The woman may sweat and become flushed.
When the blood vessels constrict, she may experi-
ence chills. It is not known why some women ex-
perience "hot flashes"™ while others do not.

ARE HOT FLASHES DANGEROUS?

Not at all. But for some women, they are plain
uncomfortable.

ARE MENOPAUSAL SYMPTOMS DIFFERENT FOR
WOMEN WHO'VE NEVER HAD CHILDREN?

What little evidence we have says no. According o
a large study of menopausal women conduci: I "y the
Medical Women's Federation of Eng® . un the late
1840's, it was found that menopausal :ymptoms do
not differ greatly between those who nave or have
not had sexual intercourse, nor betiveen thogse who
have and have not beeh pregnant.

None of the New England Journal articles rate the
risks according to higher or lower dosages of
estrogen, but one, "Estrogens and Endometrial
Carcinoma, " clearly states that “the relative risk
of endometrizl cancer associated with estrogen use
increases with age. ”

WHAT IS ERT (Estrogen Replacement Therapy)?

Some doctors who believe that menopause is not a
natural aging process but rather an estrogen defi-
ciency disease feel that this disease should he
treated with estrogen supplements. Most commonly
these are Premarin and diethylstilbestrol. The
dosages vary depending on the doctor,

IT HAS BEEN CLAIMED THAT ERT KEEPS A
WOMAN YOUTHFUL. IS THIS TRUE?

No. The claims made by drug companies about the
"youthful" properties of estrogen replacement
therapy are clearly false. According to medical
evidence, esirogen replacement therapy does not
inhibit facial wrinkles, or sagging breast tissue.

It does not give you extra energy, nor does it make
you "more feminine” (whatever that is). Estrogen
replacement therapy dees not stay the aging process.
Currently, there is disputed evidence whether ERT
has any retarding effect on the development of
osteoporosis (a condition associated with aging
wherechy the bones slowly decalelfy and become
moTe porous).

IS ESTROGEN REPLACEMENT THERAPY LINKED
TO CANCER IN WOMEN?

Yes, according to new evidence.

SHOULD DOCTORS WARN THEIR PATIENTS ABOUT
THE LINK BETWEEN ESTROGEN REPLACEMENT
THERAPY AND ENDOMETRIAL CANCER?

Yes. The warning should be part of any discussion
about ERT between doctor and patient. The doctrine
of informed consent mandates that a patient be in-
formed of the risks agsociated with the treatment.
In light of medical evidence which suggests a strong
relationghip between ERT and endometrial cancer,
it seems unlikely that any intelligent woman so in-
formed would chooge to take this risk unless abso-
lutely necessary.

' WHAT IS THE TREATMENT FOR MENOPAUSE ?

Plenty of rest, exercise and good food. Also, per-
haps a community menopause rap group would be g
good way for women fo share experiences and ad-
vice about menopause.

One Solution--Take the Pill?

Dr. Noel S. Weiss, author of "Risks and Benefits
of Estrogen Use" in the New England Journal of
Medicine, stated that "if a woman is glven estro-
gen, ghe should be monitored closely for endome-
trial carcinoma. *'

3l

One of the important questions posed by Weiss is
whether postmenopausal women who take estrogen
but who have their periods artificially brought on
by hormones —— progestins — will still be a high
risk for endometrial cancer. (Progestins and
estrogen are ingredients in oral contraceptives.)

The rationale here is that postmenocpausal women
may be developing endometrial cancer because the
uterus is being continually stimulated by estrogen
while the uterine lining 1s never shed. Further it
is thought that periodic shedding of the lining is a
deterrent to endometrial cancer. This is all not.
conclusively proven, however.

One gynecologisat informed this author that she had
already switched her patients to a combination of
Premarin and Provera (a progestin) so that they
would get their periods back again.

The irony is unmistakable: a postmenopausal
woman -~ who has no periods -- will be forced to
start menstruating again if she is given estrogen/
progestin regimen.

Unfortunately, most doctors are not aware that

ERT is linked with endometrial cancer. Only those -
doctors who actually follow the research in the '
field, who keep up with the medical literature, and
who attend special conferences and seminars are

apt to be aware of the latest findings.

And many doctors who've been prescribing ERT

for years may simply choose to _mnore the medical
evidence gathered so far, Others may not wish to
alarm their patients who are already taking estrogen
supplements. Finally, Ayerst Laboratories is not
likely to take its money-making product off the mar-
ket without a long fight.

Sl the holidays
with the sweet sound
of anAemadillo

Duldmer

‘Created in the tradition of old-world
craftsmanship, the Armadillo Dulcimer has
‘become the most distinctive of stringed

ins'lrumenta.l Thereigno finer way to

"} express your holiday sentiment. ¢55
. »

800 W.Market Street

Phone 823-6167

Instrument regiair ¢ Custom guitar commissions
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